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God’s Wondrous Love 


By W. M. Czamanske 


OD’S wondrous love knows neither East nor West 
Enfolding both within its wide embrace. 
* Tis wider than the circuit of the sun, 
Rejoicing as a strong man in his race. 


God’s wondrous love is not confined to time, 
A thousand years are but as yesterday; 
Before creation’s work began, it was, 
And will abide, when all things pass away. 


God’s wondrous love is deep and fathomless, 
*So deep no sounding-red can ever tell. 
It stoops to save the vilest wretch, and plucks 
The burning brand from out the jaws of hell. 


. 


God's. wondrous love has summits unexplored, 
Surpassing every flight of human thought. 

What eye hath never seen, nor ear hath heard, 
God hath prepared, his wondrous love hath wrought. 











What God Will Not Do 

There is one thing God will not do for man. 
He will not force him to accept his love and mercy, 
but he has. gone to the very limit of his iove and 


justice to keep’ man_from. ruin and destruction. An 
aged Christian in a. Canadian town had a soh who had 
gone into evil ways. He spent his ‘nights in gambling 
dens and other places of evil repute. .His father re- 
monstrated with him in vain; he only grew . worse. 
One evening, as he-was about to leave his home, his 
father earnestly remonstrated with him again, beg- 
ging him not to go. The son grew sullen and angry. 
Then said the father: “My son, I am an old man, 
and you are young. 
against your will. But I am determined that if you 
go out this night, you will have to pass over my body.” 
With this he lay down on the floor before the open 
door. 
his father’s body, and went his way to further sin. 


God is infinitely able to put any check he desires t1pon 


man, but because he has created him with a frée will, 
and because he can only he satisfied in man as man 
gives him love and obedience by free choice, 4e will 
never force him to tread the paths of righteotifiess. 


I can no longer restrain you 


The young man set his teeth, cooly stepped over 





Yet his Word is full of pleading. “Turn” ye, turn 
ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die?” (Ezek. 
33:11.) And not only does God plead with man, 
ie has set before him the broken body of his own 
Son as an eternal witness to the fact that he is not 
willing that any should perish but that all might come 
to repentance. Man may choose to turn aside or 
step over God’s sacrifice on Calvary and to go out 
into sin and utter darkness, but he car®mever say that 
God has not done all that he could do to save him 
from eternal déath. 
— 


Short Circuits 

Satan is his own worst foe. He continually de- 
feats himself.. We can watch him do this as we trust 
wholly to the Lord and ask Him to keep us safe from 
the Adversary. Then-we shall see Satan’s shrewd, 
far-reaching plans turned against himself, and God’s 
glory manifested through the very attacks of the 
Evil One. <A pastor-reader of The Sunday School 
Times, writing of an attack upon the Belgian Gospel 
Mission that helped the cause of the Gospel, says: 
“The Devil often short circuits himself. Dr. Banks 
had a good article in Christ Life on this.” A short 
circuit 1s a miscarriage of electric power. We may 
see every plan of Satan against us miscarry, if we re- 
sist him “stedfast in the faith.” If he is attacking us 
just now, and if his work seems to be terrifyingly suc- 
cessful, let us remember that it is really not our- 
selves hut Christ that this powerful enemy is against; 
he will seek to injure us because we are Christ’s; but 
he cannot defeat Christ, and he cannot have that which 
belongs to Christ. This plan of Satan against us, 
therefore, is doomed. Let us not wait until its fail- 
ure has been shown, but let us praise God now that 
the Devil is “an already defeated foe.” 


Thousands 


One thousand is a large figure; but it is a figure 
in which God delights to deal in on behalf of his chil- 
dren. When our Lord’s disciples faced a crowd of 
five thousand hungry men, and were told to feed them, 
they had but five loavés as the bread supply; so the 
Lord made each little loaf feed a‘ thousand and to 
spare. When Samson, a man of God, was set upon 
by his enemies,;.he took<the jawbone of an ass and 
with that one crude, inadequate weapon he slew a 
thousand. This fulfilled God’s promise to Israel, “One 
man of you shall chase a thousand: for the Lord your 
God, he it is that fighteth for you” (Josh. 23: 10). 
God says of his covenant with Abraham that it is 
“the word which he commanded to a thousand genera- 
tions” (1 Chron. 16:15). In comparison with life 
without God, which is death, “a day in Thy courts is 
better than a thousand.” By the multiplying power 
of God’s miracle strength “a little one shall become 
a thousand” (Isa. 60:22); and in working out his 
gracious purposes “one day is with the Lord as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day” (2 
Pet. 3:8). There is an impressive and deeply signifi- 
cant contrast between the fate of one who fights God 
and the future of those who trust God, in the prophecy 
that, when Christ comes back to this earth to reign 
as its rightful King, the usurping “prince of this 
worid,” Satan, is to be “bound ...a thousand years,” 
while those who shall have been faithful to the Lord 
Jesus even to laying down their lives shall live and 
reign with Christ a thousand years (Rev. 20). Shall 
we not rejoice that we have such a God and Saviour, 
who is able to do such mighty things for those who 
trust him? Think of the day when we shall join in 
that great song, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain,” 
sung by that chorus the number of which is “ten 
—— times ten thousand, and thousands of thou- 
sands. 


. 


- Religion for the Man in the Street 


vidual, the average person. Of course he does 

not exist really. For none of us is average, 
strictly speaking. Every one of us is peculiar. Botan- 
ists tell us that no two blades of grass are alike. 
Certainly God never makes any two people exactly 
the same. Every one of us has his own needs, his 
own temptations, his own characteristics. And yet 
there are a great many things that are common to us 
all. Sin and death are common, and so for most 
normal people is the craving for personal immortality. 
So there is a sense in which it is not misleading to 
speak about the religion of the man in the street. 

One of the outstanding differences between the re- 
ligion of the Bible and that of any other religious 
system in the world is the way in which the Bible ap- 
peals to everybody. It has no select few to whom it 
restricts its message. In so far as a man is capable 
of hearing what it has to say, God’s Book is willing 
to speak to him. 

When the Istaelites came out of Egypt they left 
behind them a land permeated by the influences of a 
religion of mystery. The priests and the initiated 
could understand its messages; but the great part of 
the people had to take part in the outward ritual of 


Ta man in the street is just the ordinary indi- 


- worship, while ahy more intimate approach to knowl- 


edge was strictly barred. In vivid contrast to such 
a system the Books of Moses echo with earnest en- 
treaty to the people of Israel as a whole to attend and 
consider. ‘This commandment which I command thee 
this day, it is not hidden from thee, neither is it far 
off” (Deut. 30:11). “It is not in heaven,” something 
that can only be understood by a priestly caste. 
“Neither is it beyond the sea,” in a foreign and un- 
intelligible language. “But the word is very nigh unto 
thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest 
do it.” Heathenism and sacerdotalism delight in the 
hidden, the secret, the esoteric. God delights in what 
is simple and plain and commonsense. 

he redson is, of course, that God is more anxious 
to teach than any of us can possibly be to learn. If 
anyone reads this page who is saying in his heart, 


“Oh that I knew where I might find him!” as poor 
Job did upon a memorable occasion, let such a one 
remember this: God is more anxious to be found 
than you can be to find. Nay, more, your very desire 
to find is the result of the working of God’s Spirit 
upon your own heart. 

Notice, next, that God uses the ordinary methods 
of communication’ by which to reach men. Speech 
is the ordinary means of commuhication between man 
and man. Speech is the great faculty that differenti- 
ates man from the brutes. Speech is the union of the 
spiritual with the physical. It involves thought, -which 
is spiritual, and the vocal organs, which are physical. 
Speech makes thought definite, permanent, commun- 
icable. God makes his meaning known. to men by 
means of speech. His truth comes to us couched in 
words. 

And the reception of God’s message depends upon 
the exercise of faculties that are common to all the 
race. There is no hardship in the fact that the ex- 
ercise of the faculties is called for. Just as in the 
assimilation of food for our bodies we have to learn 
to exercise physical powers, and in normal health 
we find pleasure in doing so, not otherwise is the ac- 
quisition of knowledge. This is true of all knowledge, 
including that knowledge of God which is salva- 
tion. 

It is remarkable, too, in what simple terms God 
couches his self-revelation. The Bible is the most 
translatable book in the world. Whether it is in the 
ponderous agglutinative Chinese, or one of the highly 
complicated languages of Central Africa, or the bar- 
barous syllables of yet more degraded peoples, the 
Bible fits them all. It is often hard for us English- 
speaking people to remember that the Bible was not 
originally written in English And so it is with all 
races. ‘The Book came from one little country, yet 
it speaks in the language of all countries. Most of 
it was written in a tongue which for centuries was 
a dead one, yet the Book has a message in every tongue. 

One or two simple considerations emerge from 
these facts. We who have the privilege of present- 
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ing God’s message, whether in Sunday-school or 
church or elsewhere, need to be as simple as the 
Word we endeavor to preach. We should preach the 
Gospel and its great affirmation of God’s love. Folks 
who come to church on Sundays are often tired peo- 
ple. Many of them have been wrestling with prob- 
lems all the week. They do not want to be con- 
fronted with fresh ones on Sunday. They want cer- 


tanty. They want something about which they can 
be sure. They need the voice of authority, not of spec- 
ulation. They really long to hear, “Thus saith the 
Lord.” * 


Let us not misunderstand this. It is not for a 
moment suggested that the preacher or the teacher is 
not to deal with the difficulties that are in the minds 
of those he desires to help. But his business is to 
make it easy for those baffled minds to know that 
God has spoken. So we need to put forth not our 
own authority. That would be to insult our hearers. 
Nor yet the authority of a church. That merely leads 
either to priestly or professorial assumption of power 
over men’s consciences. But we are to give the au- 
thority of the Word of God. 

The Church has no authority in the matter of 
God’s revelation. That lies altogether outside its 
sphere. “The Church is a witness and keeper of 
Holy Writ,’ as the Twentieth Article of the Church 
of England declares. The Bible does not come to 
men from the Church, but through the Church. And 
the Church, alas not infrequently, is a witness to the 
truth of the Bible by the way in which it fulfills the 

. predictions concerning its own apostasy. 
“The word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, 
: and in thy heart.” The order of the expressions seems 
strange. We should. have thought that the Word 
must be in the heart before it could be in the mouth. 
But God deals with us as a mother deals with her 
child. The little one learns words by the mouth first. 
It can say dadu and mama long before it has any 
conception of what these sounds stand for. We are 
little children. We use great big words like God and 
love and faith, and none of us really understands all 
that they connote. So God says to us, as he said of 
his Messiah, “I have put my words in thy mouth” 
» (Isa. 51: 16), and bit by bit we may learn to lisp the 
syllables. Every time we use them we may get to know 
‘more of what they mean. And one day God has prom- 
ised that we shall no longer know in part, but we 
shall i even as also we have been known (1 Cor. 
13:12 

But such promises are conditional, as many of God’s 
promises necessarily must be. Understanding is not 
a thing that can be bestowed irrespective of the con- 
dition of the recipient. The condition is expressed in 
the declaration that “the word is very nigh unto thee 

. that thou mayest do it.” Obedience is the condi- 
tion of fuller knowledge. “If any man willeth to do 
his will, he shall know” (John 7: 17). The condition 
is stern and unescapable. But it is not abstruse or 
difficult of comprehension. Any child knéws what 
it means to do as it is told. If we would know God’s 
message, and understand his revelation for curselves 
and for othérs, those are the terms upon which alone 
the knowledge may be obtained. It is not a colleze 
degree nor a philosophical education that we need, but 
the simple willingness to do as Ged wants. 
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India Missionaries’ Views of 
Stanley Jones’ Book 


The widely read volume, “The Christ of the 
Indian Road,” by Dr. E. Stanley Jones, has been fully 
reviewed in The Sunday School Times (issues of 
July 2 and 9), and its unscriptural teachings at vital 
points were set forth by copious quotations. Many 
letters from readers have also been published (issues 
of June 25 and August 20); and it has been encour- 
aging to note that a great many have been aware of 
the harmful message of: the book. Those who have 

« criticized it have been told that they did not under- 
~ stand India, and that if they were more familiar with 
the Indian mind they would see why Dr. Jones’ mis- 
sionary message is essential. In view of this defense 
of his unscriptural teachings, it is significant that there 
are missionaries in India who are distressed over 
Dr. Jones’ teaching, and’ who unhesitatingly condemn 
it as contrary to the Scriptures and by no means 
“needed” by the “Indian mind,”—which mind, of 
course, is the mind of the natural man, the same the 
world over since Adam fell, and which can only be 
saved by the old and unchanging Gospel. 
A missionary serving in India, who is just now in 
America and is returning to his field next month, writes: 
IT notice with heartfelt pleasure both your open let- 
ter comments and your two editorials on “The Christ 
of. the Indian Road.” ' 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


I think all of us missionaries in India who are awake 
to the dangers of Modernism and have been in close 
contact with the author’s work are greatly dismayed at 
the reception generally accorded the book, and the lack 
of discernment on the part of orthodox réaders of it, 
which results in their giving it such praise and com- 
mendation to congregations and mission study classes. 

I am glad to tell you that the Bible League of London 
was prompt in analyzing the book and publishing 
searching criticisms of its errors. I feel sure you will 
want to give. your readers the benefit of these articles, 
and they deserve the widest circulation. 

My friend the Rev. R. Wright Hay, Secretary of the 
Bible League, is the author of one of them, and, like 
the authors of the other two, he has lived in India and 
knows the facts of its religions first hand. 

Another of these writers is the Rev. A. S. Crowe of 
the Kurku and Central Indian Hills Mission, now secre- 
tary, but formerly on the field. The third is H. W. 
Sykes, who has had close connection with India through 
being born there, and whose ancestors for three pre- 
ceding generations were in India, his great-grandfather 
having been a pioneer missionary. 

There is also a fourth article by the Rey. J. I. Mac- 
Donald, a former missionary. 

If you publish these you»would be reach’: ~ a greater 
number and perfcr-ming an inestimable’ service to the 
cause of the true Gospel. 

Yours for the faith once for al) delivered, 
H, S. Nésbitt, 
United Presbyterian Missionary, 
Pheological Seminary, Gujranwala, Panjab, India. 


In order that readers of the Times my know, the 
views of these mature missionaries and friends of 
India who knew that land and people so intimately, 
parts of their letters, as already published in the Bible 
League Quarterly (40, Great James St., Bedford 
Row, London, W. C. 1, Eng.; 2 shillings 6 pence a 
year) are here given. ‘ 

The letter from the Rev. A. S. Crowe, of the 
Kurku and Central Indian Hills Mission, is in part 
as follows: 


Who is this Christ of the Indian Road? The 
very word “road” makes me a little apprehénsive. 
Fore I remember that in Hindi the ordinary word 
for road—“Marg”— is also used idiomatically for 
“religion,” as is recognized by the author in chapter 
10, when he refers to the three ways—the Gyana 
Marga, the Karma Marga, and the Bhakti Marga. 
I wonder whether the thought may not be ex- 
pressed when interpreted in an Indian language as 
“The Christ of the Indian Religion.” At any rate, 
that does not appear to be foreign to the spirit of 
the book. 

This Christ of the Indian Road is apparently not 
the Christ of the Old Testament, for our author 
expressly contrasts the two. “Christianity must be 
defined as Christ, not the Old Testament” (p. 33). 
Is he the Christ of the Second Psalm? He is 
the Christ stated by a Hindu, an unconverted 
and therefore unenlightened man, to be “the greatest 
character there has ever been in our world” (p. 109). 
He is a Christ whom we do not need to “have to 
take to India, he is there in the perpetual incarna- 
tion of human need” (p. 68). He is the Christ of 
a “cult” propagating itself by means of ideas 
which gradually become dominant (p. 82). He is 
a Christ of the mind, even of the unregenerate 
mind —a Christ of the imagination. . 

Who then is this Christ of _the Indian Road 
which the“natural man of India so readily appre- 
ciates and idealizes, whose “moral and spiritual: like- 
ness” could apparently be formed by “the finest 
spirits of the human race” sitting down and think- 
ing out “the kind of a God they would like to see 
in the universe”? (p. 50.) 

Has the author, in trying to “shorten his line” 
to release. Christ from the doctrines which he 
thinks trammel Him (p. 29), really: belittled him and 
shorn him of his glory? Is the Christ of the Indian 
Road the Christ of God? May not the answer be 
found in the fact that the author gives his assur- 
ance to a Brahman inquirer that “Hinduism will 
gradually evolve and change into Christianity with- 
out losing its good points” (p. 211); that is, that 
a human philosophy will gradually evolve into a 
divine revelation? ... 

How does this passage from page 230 conform 
to the New Testament teaching of the new birth? 
“The religious genius of India is the richest in the 
world, the forms that it Has taken have often been 
the most extravagant, sometimes degrading and 
cruel. These forms are falling away, or will fall 
away, but the spirit persists and will be poured 
through other forms. As that genius pours itself 
through Christian molds it will enrich the collective 
<expression of Christianity.” To one who has rea- 
lized, in close touch with the people of India, the 
terrible nature and force of the religious spirit 
and genius behind the forms of Hinduism, the truth 
of the apostolic word has been deeply felt: “What 
say I then? that the idol is any thing, or that which 
is offered in sacrifice to idols is any thing? But I 
say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they 
sacrifice to devils, and not to God” (1 Cor. 10: 
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19, 20). It is therefore appalling to so much as 
hint that the spirit -behind the religious forms-of 
India will be poured into the Christian mold, thus 
enriching Christianity. The writer insists that the 
Spirit. of Christ must be interpreted by Christian 
experience. So also must the true nature of the 
spiritual force behind the religions of Indian be 
interpreted by the darkness, degradation, and utter 
spiritual destitution to be found everywhere in the 
religious ho Ages o3 of the multitudes of India. 

t is the meaning of the constant reference 
chroughuns the book to the spirituality of an un- 
regenerate people? To those who were the temples 
of the Holy Ghost, but who were not entering 
into their privileges as’ such, the apostle says, “I 
could not speak unto you as unto spiritwal” (1 Cor. 
3:1). Can one then imagine him speaking to un- 
converted Hindus of “the wealth of their wonder- 
ful spiritual capacity” (p. 122), or of their “spiritual 
genius and insight” ° (p. 
spiritualized by their practice of Gandhi’s pro- 
gram (p. 121)? And if so, and they are already 
spiritual, what is the new birth; what is it going 
to give them which they have not? 

And how is this “new birth” .to be brought about? 
or one reads the phrase, “Catching the 

irit of Jesus,” or its equivalent. How is this 
done? Apparently by “the silent permeation of the 
minds and hearts of men by Christian truth and 
thought, until from within, but scarcely knowing 
what is happening, the spirit and outlook of men” is 
“silently, leavened by the spirit of Jesus’— they 
are “Christianized from within” (p. 71), and with- 
out their knowing it! Is this the new birth? 
“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall: re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2: 38), 
thus closely adhering to his divinely received eom- 
mission in. Luke 24:47. One of the tragic omis- 
sions from this book, However, is this very call to 
the individual to repent, and receive the forgiveness 
of sins. But without these can there be any new 
birth? , 

What is the cross referred to in the book? There 
is constant reference to the cross, and even refey- 
ence to Christ crucified, but am I wrong in feel- 
ing that the cross here is emptied of much of its 
chief content? What cross is this which Gandhi, 
an unconverted Hindu— for only recently has he 
confessed that Hinduism entirely satisfies his soul 
and fills his whole being, and that he finds a solace in 
the Bhagavad Gita and the Upanishads that he misses 
in the New Testament — “practices in a wonderful 
way” (p. 54), which, through the same instrumen- 
tality, has become “intelligible and vital”? (p. 91.) 
What comparison is there between the sufferings of 
men, whether of Gandhi in his prison cell (blas- 
phemously likened to Calvary), or of the laborer 
who, we are told, “understands the cross, for he 
has to: bear one” (p. 242), and of Him who was 

“made . ...sin for us, that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him’? 

There is much in the book with which one is in 
full agreement, but all of that does not give the 
answer to these questions. 

Thete are many of Jndia’s missionaries who, like 
the author, can say, “India has become very dear 
to me,” who, because of their. very love, will mourn 
that this writer has “lightly healed the hurt” of the 
people. 


The Bible League of Great Britain has as its object 
“To promote the reverent study of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and to resist the varied attacks made upon 


. their Inspiration, Infallibility and Sole Sufficiency as 


the Word of God.” The secretary, 
Wright Hay, writes in part as follows: 


the Rev. R. 


It may be helpful to some to point out that 
the ruling idea in Dr. Stanley Jones’ book is not 
original. Some sixty years ago Keshub Chandra 
Sen founded “The New Dispensation Somaj” on 
the fact that Christ was an Asiatic, and sent. forth 
the “twelve apostles” of_the new religion on the 
basis of the notion that Christ could be made more 
acceptable to the mind of India if presented apart 
from the dogmatic teaching of the Word of God 
ang pam him. Keshub’s successor, Protap Chan- 

dra Mozoomdar (whom the writer knew person- 
ally), in his book (published in America), “The 
Oriental Christ,” sought to improve on the Bib- 
lical revelation of the Son of God, the Saviour 
of the world, by a process not unlike that adopted 
by Modernists today. 

It is a remarkable thing that these two singularly 
gifted Indians have but a feeble and.a steadily di- 
minishing following in India now, and that earnest 
souls who were for a time associated with the 
movement found no salvation in its tenets and ob- 
servances, but were made wise by Holy Scripture 
unto salvation through faith in Christ Jesus, and 
were baptized as Christians. The writer has be- 
fore him, as he writes, the printed testimony of 
one of these, written soon after his conversion, en- 

(Concluded on page 521) 
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Open Hearts and Revival Fruits in China 


 Outpouring of God’s Spirit as the Word is faithfully 


sown in the hour of crisis 
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By George T. B. Davis 
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during the succeeding ‘centuries, persecutiOn of the 

Christians has been the prelude to glorious prog- 
ress of the Gospel. The blood of the ‘martyrs has 
ever been the seed of the Church: 

The twelfth chapter of Acts gives us a glimpse of 
the divine program, First we have persecution — 
James killed, Peter in prison. Next we have per- 
sistent prayer — “prayer was made without ceasing.” 
Finally there is glorious progress—‘“The word of 
God grew and multiplied.” 

In China today we are witnessing a modern counter- 
part of this threefold program: persecution, persistent 
prayer, and glorious progress. For many months the 
Christian church has been passing through the fiery 
furnace of persecution, For. months also a great vol- 
ume of believing intercessory prayer has been ascend- 
ing to the throne of grace, not only from the mis- 
sidnaries and pastors and Christians in China, but 
from others of God’s children in all lands. Hence 
we may confidently expect to see the fulfillinent of 
the third step of the divine program in the glorious 
progress of the Gospel, and a great spiritual awak- 
ening. 

Already we are beginning to see the turn of the 
tide. The persecution is perceptibly decreasing; the 
first fruits of revival are being witnessed; and the 
Lord is marvelously blessing the nation-wide distribu- 
tion of New Testaments. The evacuation of large 
numbers of the missionaries did not stop the sending 
forth of the Testaments. Letters were sent to Chinese 
pastors, evangelists, and workers outlining the plan 
of campaign, and asking them to send in applications 
for the Books. The response has been hearty and 
enthusiastic. ; 


How the Life Stream is Flowing Out 


Applications for large and small supplies of the 
Testaments are pouring in from all quarters. The 
Bible Societies and Chinese helpers afe co-operating 
splendidly in filling the orders; and a steady stream 
of the life-giving Word is flowing out over the land 
to bring forth glorious fruitage in transformed hearts 
and lives. : 

Not only are the little Testaments speeding on their 
way to fields far and near in China, but the hearts 
of the people are marvelously open and receptive to 
the message of the Book. 

In speaking of the religious attitude of the Chi- 
nese people at the present time, a missionary who has 
been in China more than thirty years said: 

“It is providential that this distribution of Tes- 
taments has conie just at this time. The breaking 
down of their old religions, and the uncertainty of 
the present situation are producing a state of mind that 
is very favorable to the reception of new religious 
ideas.” -<. $8 : 

A missionary who has remained in Canton received 
1,000 copies of the Testaments. He sent an urgent 
request for a further supply of 9,000 copies. Re- 
cently I received the following from a Shantung mis- 
sionary: ~ 

“Tam an exiled missionary in Tsingtao, The op- 
portunity for distributing Testaments is great. Please 
mail me at least 500. I could place that many right 
now. The time is ripe!’ 

The Chinese pastors and people deeply appreciate 
the generosity and love of the people in America, 
Great Britain, and other lands, in providing hundreds 
of thousands of neat, cloth bound copies of the New 
Testament for careful and prayerful distribution in 
this hour of crisis and opportunity. A missionary 
recently told me that the people in his district were 
so delighted with the little Testaments that they ex- 
nay “Do people in foreign lands love us that 
much: 

People in America and Greaf Britain and other 
lands who love the Word of God, and realize its 
marvelous transforming power, had contributed so 
splendidly to the Million Testaments Campaign for 
China that furids were in hand sufficient to supply 
almost the entire million copies. Recently, however, 
prices for printing and binding have increased so 
greatly that many thousands of dollars are still needed 
to complete the purchase of the full million Testa- 
ments. But Philippians 4:19 still holds true. He-:is 
ab!e! Praise his holy name! 

Contrary to the general impression in the home- 
lands, not a few of the missionaries have remained 
at their stations while others have already returned. 
An American missionary from Shantung Province, 
Mrs. J. M. Gaston, tells of’ the blessing that has 
resulted from the use of Testaments in their hospital 
for men. She writes: 

“Every in-patient who can read receives one upon 


|’ THE early: days of the ‘Christian Church, and 


Those who. have shared by prayer and in. giving 
in.the work of the Million Testaments ‘for China 
Campaign, organized more than a year and a half 
ago.by Mr. Davis, whose vision was a million 
Testaments distributed throughout the length and 
breadth of the Land of the Dragon, will rejoice 
with him in this report from the field. The 
Christian world, and China, too, will never learn 
the fuil results of this scattering of the Good 
Seed, but we may “thank God and take courage” 
for these firstfruits. Much prayer is still needed 
that the seed may spring up and bring forth an 
hundredfold. Will you be one to pray for a 
mighty revival and a great spiritual awakening 

in this needy land” : 








entrance, and the head nurse takes charge of the card, 
The patients are generally suffering when they enter 
the hospital. As they become more comfortable they 
turn to the little Book that lies on their table. They 
also use it to follow the Scripture reading when the 
nyrses hold evening worship in the ward. Then the 


evangelist who comes in during the day teaches them. 


from it. So they have ample opportunity to decide 
whether they want to sign the, card, and take the Book 
home when they leave the hospital. 

“So far not one has failed to take it gladly. One 
man who could not read asked eagerly that he might 
have one, saying his fourteen-year-old boy could read 
it to him when he returned home. So the nurse signed 
for him and gave him the Book, 

“T have also had great pleasure in giving the Tes- 
taments to a few young men students of the Higher 
Middle School, with whom I had become acquainted. 
One of them is very earnest, has read through to 
Acts, and often comes to ask for an explanation of 
some passage.” 

An interesting pen-picture of the manner in which 
one missionary carefully gives out the pocket Testa- 
ments was recently given in a letter from the Rev. 
Paul R. Abbott. He writes: 

“The pocket Testaments are proving a wonderful 
blessing to us in our work. I have been working for 
the past month in four villages in the vicinity of 
Chefoo, spending about a week in each. In these 
places twenty-four Testaments have been given out. 
I have been rather careful about the method of dis- 
tributing them for our work is with school boys in 
each place, and the mere sight of the handsome little 
volume would bring a deluge of requests. I have let 
it be known among adults that the Books were ob- 
tainable on certain conditions, and then left it to them 
to ask for them. 


Testaments Too Nice to Carry 


“Most of them have been given to young men in 
their twenties. Our host in one village was a wealthy 
grain merchant. I told him about the Testaments 
and urged him to become a Christian. The night we 
showed the pictures of the crucifixion he was 
helping me with the machine. As we began to pack 
up I said to him, ‘I wish you would become a disciple 
of Jesus.’ He replied; ‘I will come over tomorrow 
and we will read the Bible together” The next day 
he came and asked for a Testament: He is a big 
fellow over six feet tall, a prominent man in the 
town, the principal of the school, and a promoter of 
the girls’ school as well. 

“Many of those who obtained .the Testaments 
brought their friends to ask that I give them one. 
They are so nice that the farmers are loath to carry 
them lest they get dirty. 1 have said to them that they 
are to carry them to their work, and if they wear 
out one copy I will give them another, ‘ 

“In one center I had been asked to hold a service 
in the village school. Eighty pupils, the heads of the 
village, and several others were present, among them 
a man who had received a Testament. Afterward 
I asked him to show his Testament to the others, and 
explained the conditions on which they were bestowed. 
Later two of the teachers came to my room and 
asked for copies. They-have called on me twice and 
assured me they were reading the Book. The son 
of another teacher of the school came to the néxt vil- 
lage to ask me for a copy, and his father told me he 
was reading it. 

“T expect great things from the plan; and feel that 
you are in a great work in which we are privileged 
to co-operate.” 

Dr. Jonathan Goforth writes of the times of re- 
freshing that he is having in his new field at Szeping- 
kai, Manchuria. Eight hundred ofthe pocket Tes- 


taments were recently sent to Dr; Goforth for use ‘in 
his field: In: telling how ‘he tises) the ‘Testaments iin 
connection, ‘with the revival meetings, Dr. Goforth 
says: 

“Many, many thanks for the Testaments which are 
arriving. e have given away the first one hundred. 
Yesterday was the thirty-fifth day of work in our 
new field. It was a feast day. Many came, and over 
twenty turned to the Lord. Many seemed convicted 
when we were speaking on the Lord’s return and 
eleven decided. Over two hundred have decided dur- 
ing the thirty-five days, ‘The word of God is quick, 
and powerful.’ 

“The Testaments are chiefly given to those who 
hold up their hands as a token of surrender to Christ, 
and come forward and ‘sign their name and age and 
address on the register. This excludes non-readers 
and tests the courage of those who surrender to the 
Lord. Among those who decided yesterday were three 
important looking men who evidently had not the 
courage to come and register, so went away. Later 
one of them returned’ and registered, and received 
his Testament, and we are confident the Lord will 
bring back the other two who semed so manifestly 
under conviction. 

“On one occasion I noticed a man, evidently well 
up in business circles, who had decided two days be- 
fore and had received his Testament. He was talking 
to another able looking business man who had just 
returned to his seat on receiving his Testament. I 
went and sat with them and urged that they try to 
save their partners. Then they told me that they were 
partners, On another day three fine looking men came 
up together signing for their Testaments. When I 
urged them to save their associates, so as to have 
believing companions, they replied that they were all 
in the same business, 


Newly Born Believers Testify ° 


“Yesterday I asked three of those who had believed 
to testify. One of them holds an important™ position 
with the Manchurian Milling Company. He gave a 
good testimony concerning his new found faith. An- 
other was one of the partners spoken of above. His 
strong point was that this doctrine was of the living 
almighty God and therefore transcended all other 
faiths and was the only way of salvation. 

“The third one, who was a partner in a banking 
business, gave an excellent testimony. he main 
thought in his testimony was that the Lord Jesus 
Christ saves from sin. He said: ‘Up to four weeks 
ago when I started coming to these meetings. my in- 
come was never sufficient for me. I smoked at least 
two boxes of cigarettes a day. I couldn’t resist the 
lure of the gambling place and the harlot house. Now 
the Saviour has taken away all desire for cigarettes, 
and other things, so that now my only delight is to 
spend all my spare time in the meetings.’ 

“The preaching goes on for at least seven hours a 
day. Yesterday when so many were free to come, the 
preaching continued for ten and a half hours. 

“We would be delighted if you could send us eight 
or ten thousand of the Testaments for our field.” 

A British missionary, the Rev. George Cecil Smith, 
who has been in China more than thirty-five years, 
writes from Kweiyang, Kweichow: 

“May God richly bless this work of scattering his 
Word, and of inducing men and women daily to read 
the New Testament. In this way, even if all for- 
eign workers should have to leave China, we may 
well hope that the Gospel will still win its triumphs, 
and souls be saved. 

“I have gladly signed and will use the prayer card 
for revival in China. There is need for revival in- 
deed, and there is every reason for confidence that 
united constant believing prayer will result in such 
a revival coming down upon God’s people. In this 
district God is granting us droppings; may. we soon 
have showers of blessing.” 

In some places in China showers of blessing are 
already descending, and glorious revivals are in prog- 
ress. In two districts in Chihli and Shantung prov- 


inces remarkable spiritual awakenings have been go-- 


ing on for.several months. In each case the move- 
ment was born in earnest intercessory prayer. Prayer, 
praise, confession, and’ testimony have been the. chief 
characteristics of the meetings. There has been’ lit- 
tle preaching in the usual meaning of the term. It 
has been a direct work of the Spirit of God. 

The revival at Tamingfu in Chihli Province began 
in the Men’s Bible Training School, spread to the 
Women’s Bible Training School, and later to the out- 
stations. Mr. A. J. Smith of Tamingfu has sent to 
Dr. J. Walter Lowrie of Shanghai an account of how 
the work of grace began. He tells how they gave 
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prayer the pre-eminent place, and the best hours of 
the day and night were spent in intercession. He 
writes : 

“God has wrought far beyond our fondest: expecta- 
tions. If anybody would have told us five months 
ago what would take place among the Chinese and 
foreigners we would not have believed it. Some of 
the missionaries would be called out of bed at two 
o'clock in the morning to pray. After the burden of 
prayer had rested upon our hearts for a number of 
weeks, the burden also came upon the Chinese. They 
would get up at midnight, and weep and pray for 
the lost. They would get up early in the morning 
in the dark and cold, and pray for a revival, 

“While we were thus prdying one day we received 
a circular letter from Dr. Hugh W, White in which he 
stated: ‘Evidences that our divine Lord is preparing 
some new thing for us and that he is about to dis- 
play his power and to manifest himself to the Church, 
it may in person, encourage us to unite in prayer.’ 
The last three words in that letter were in big type, 
‘PRAY FOR REVIVAL’ 

“Thousands of confessions have been made. Our 
best workers confessed to having sins in their lives. 
There were all kinds of confessions. Restitution was 
made to the extent of hundreds of dollars. There 
was little preaching done. People would get up and 
quote a Scripture verse, then comment on it. Others 
would testify or tell of some experience and people 
would come to the altar of prayer. Such praying, 
and such godly sorrow for sin, I have never wit- 
nessed in all my life.” 

For months also a glorious work of grace has 
been in progress at Chao Chen, Shantung Province. 
Some time ago I received a letter from Mr. L. C. 
Osborne asking for a grant of 2,000 pocket Testa- 
ments, and telling of the revival in his field. He 
said they were spending hours each day in prayer 
for a mighty revival in China, and that showers of 
blessing were beginning to fall already in his field. 
Recently I. received a report from Mr. Osborne 
in which he gave a further account of the glorious 
fruitage of the spiritual awakening in his district, 
He wrote: ‘ 

“The Chinese, since the revival began, have shoul- 
dered responsibilities as never before. A large por- 
tion of the work that we have heretofore carried is 
already shifted to the shoulders of the Chinese people 
never to be carried again by the missionary. We will 
give oumelves to prayer and the preaching of the 
‘Word. Praise the Lord! 

“One-learned man from the country was so moved 
upon by the Holy Ghost that he came immediately to 
the church. He prayed and cried most earnestly for 
‘the forgiveness of sins, then he gave a splendid tes- 
timony to the effect that he had always hated hypo- 
critical religions and wanted the real thing. Another 
young man, a Mohammedan, dreamed that he was up 
-on a high peak and wanted to cross over, but could 
not for a great bed of fire lay before him, While 
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standing there he saw the entrance of our compound, 
and entering found a congregation of people, from 
whose midst one man approached him with a mes- 
sage. A number of similar instances might be men- 
tioned. Praise God! 

“A number of workers confessed to dishonesty in 
giving out famine relief money, and in handling of 
mission money. 
fusing to return the same, deceitfulness of all descrip- 
tions, worshiping idols after- being in church several 
years, were among other sins. Many confessed to 
breaking all of God’s commandments, pride in its 
worst form, love of self, covetousness, years of hatred 
toward the missionaries, stealing, long grudges where 
people had not spoken for years, the taking of re- 
venge, mistreatment of parents, and many other sins.” 

God grant that these outpourings of the Holy Spirit 
in Chihli and Shantung Provinces may be merely the 
first fruits and forerunner of a mighty revival that 
will sweep over China, and will be the greatest spir- 
itual awakening in modern missionary annals. Would 
you not like to have a share, through earnest inter- 
cessory prayer, in bringing about such a movement? 

It was just about a year ago, through the sugges- 
tion of Mrs. J. Harvey Borton, and through the ex- 
ample of Mr. Charles G. Trumbull, that the writer 
began to spend some time daily in the morning hours 
in special intercession for revival, and particularly 
for revival in China. I have found this plan of set- 
ting apart a definite time daily for prayer for re- 
vival a great blessing to my own soul, and a real 
stimulus to faith in intercession for China. 

The Lord’s hand is not shortened. He is still the 
wonder-working God. And we may be sure that he 
is working wondrously in China today for his own 
name’s honor and glory. A recent letter from the 
Rev. R. A. Jaffray of South China contained these 
striking sentences: “These are great days. God 
by his mighty hand is working out great things for 
China today.” : aay 

May I suggest four topics for daily intercession in 
connection with the distribution of the Word of God, 
and revival in China. 

First, that the full million or more Testaments may 
speedily “be provided, and carefully and prayerfully 
distributed. . 

Second, that the Holy Spirit will illuminate the 
pages of each Testament given out, that believers 
may be cleansed and quickened as they read, and great 
numbers of: the unsaved may be led into the light. 

Third, that the missionaries, and Chinese pastors, 
and Christian workers and believers may be filled 
anew with the Holy Spirit. . 

Fourth, that a Pentecostal spiritual awakening may 
speedily sweep over the land. ; : 

Will YOU not endeavor to set apart a little time 
daily for special intercession on behalf of this great 
nation that contains a quarter of the earth’s inhabi- 
tants! 


SHANGHAI, CHINA, 
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Thoughts on the Deity and Death of Christ 


Does Scripture warrant emphasizing the life 
rather than the death of our Lord? 


By A. T. Schofield, M.D. 
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to stone Christ for blasphemy. And they were 

the keenest judges on earth of what was blas- 
phemy: and in their estimation they had no choice by 
the divine law but to kill Christ there and then. They 
had no hesitation, they stoned Stephen, but with all 
the will in the world they did net stone Christ. Why? 
He was, to them, a defenseless blasphemer, standing 
in their midst! They tried to stone him, because he 
said he was God; but they did not and could not do 
it, because he was God: his time was not yet come. 
There is no other reason. 

Canon H. P, Liddon, in his Bampton Lectures (Ox- 
ford) on “The Divinity of Our Lord,” makes the 
following remarks upon this subject: 

“Christ reveals his deity to his friends (disciples), 
his people (the Jews), and his enemies,” 

“All men should honour the Son, even as they hon- 
our the Father.” How fearful is such a claim, if the 
Son be only human! 

“Abraham, the founder of Israel (in the language 
of Christ) was: Christ in contrast is ‘I AM’” 

“M. Salvador, a very learned Jew maintains a 
te had no alternative to believe in the Godhead of 
esus Christ except the imperative duty of putting 
him to death, which they did.” 

“When our Lord enquires, ‘Whom do men say that 
I the Son of man am?’ the point of his question is 
this, ‘What is he besides being the Son of man? 
Peter zeplies, ‘Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.’ Finally Christ is condemned to death 
by the high priest for blasphemy, because, when every 
opportunity was given him, he declined to withdraw 
his claim to be the Sen of God.” 


"Te son times over did the Jews take up stones 


* 

The Gospels everywhere accept without comment 
or surprise or doubt the deity of Christ. John’s 
Gospel is remarkable, for while in the first three 
Gospels we see the Lord walking on earth as Mas- 
ter with his disciples, Bvanerges, “the son of thun- 
der,” in the person of John, the son of Zebedee, opens 
his Gospel with a peal of thunder in a marvelous sen- 
tence, “In the beginning was the Word.” 

Canon Liddon points out also tha‘, just as the es- 
sential attributes of God in relation to man are three 
in number, -— Love, Light, and Life, so in the Gospels 
are all three found in Christ. 

Two lesser-known proofs of the deity of Christ in 
the Gospels may be adduced here. In the well-known 
passage in Matthew 19, where the rich young man ran 
to the “Good Master,” Jesus says, “Why callest thou 
me good? there is none good but one, that is, God.” 

In John 10:11, however, our Lord applies this very 
word to himself, “I am the good shepherd.” The in- 
ference is clear. ‘ 

The other proof is found in Luke 11:20, “But if 
I with the finger of God cast out devils...” With 
this we compare Exodus 8:19, where the magicians 
declare, speaking of the miracles of Jehovah in Egypt, 
“This ?s the finger of God,” showing that the Jesus 
of the, Gospels is the Jehovah of the Old Testament. 

Turning to Paul, we cannot forget the sublime pas- 
sage in his letter to his “son” Timothy: 

“Our Lord Jesus Christ: . . . who is the blessed 
and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of 
lords; who only hath immortality, dwelling in the 
light which no man can approach unto, whom no 
man hath seen, nor can see” (1 Tim. 6: 14-16). 

There can be no doubt that the Rkenosis, or empty- 
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ing, consisted in laying absolutely aside these dazzling 
glories so far beyond our ken, that the meek and 
weond Jesus might become visible, and dwell in our 
midst. 

In Hebrews 1: 3,.we read that the Son is the bright- 
ness, or effulgence, of God’s glory, and the very image 
of his substance, while in Philippians 2:5, 6 Paul 
tells us of “Christ Jesus being in the form of God.” 
‘Surely words could not make plainer the truth that 
Christ is not. merely like God, but is God 

But Christ is also “the first born of every creature” 
(Col. 3:15), and “before all things’ (Col. 1:17), 
i. @., the pre-existence of Christ to creation is as- 
serted. This is nowhere argued as a doctrine to be 
proved, but is everywhere assumed as a fact, for if 
Christ be not  pre-existent, he cannot be God, nor 
Creator, nor Redeemer. Paul himself was a strict 
monotheist, and yet he calls:Christ the uncreated, self- 
existent, incorruptible One. 

“When Christ is said to be God,” says Liddon, 
“that word is understood in its natural, its absolute 
sense. We know that all that is not himself is up- 
held in being from moment to moment by the fiat. of 
his almighty will.” 

“In the adoration of the most holy in Israel 6, we 
get the Trishagion, the “Holy, Holy, Holy” by the 
mysterious seraphim, the expression of the » Trinity 
in unity, in such a remarkable way as to thiow a flood 
of almost Gospel light on the passage.” 

Jean Paul Richter remarks of Christ as “being the 
Holiest among the mighty, and the Mightiest among 
the holy. He has lifted empires off their hinges, has 
turned the stream of centuries out of its channel and 
still governs the ages.” < 

The Godhead and manhood of Christ are essential 
foundations of the faith. For if Christ be only man, 
he did not save the world; and if only God-he did not 
save it through dying. If Christ was only man, or if 
only God, he was not a mediator between God and 


man. 

We are told that Christ was anointed with the holy 
oil at the: opening of his public life: “The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me” 
(Luke 4:18). We know that this holy, anointing oil 
contained four spices, myrrh, cinnamon, calamus, and 
cassia; but its composition was wholly lost in the 
days of Christ. In like manner, while we all enjoy 
the fragrance of the inscrutable God-man, Christ 
Jesus, none can discern the exact blending that pro- 
duces it. George Herbert may sing: 

His name, like sweet perfume shall rise, 
With every morning’s sacrifice 


and he may speak of the name of Jesus as ‘an Ori- 
ental fragrancy—my Master’; but all analysis is 
barred. 


We note that “sweet spices” appear literally at our 


Lord’s birth at Bethlehem, brought from the East by 
the Magi; at Bethany for his death, brought by Mary; 
and at the new tomb, brought by Nicodemus at his 
burial. We also know that myrrh was the principal 
ingredient of the holy oil, and that it was distilled 
from thorn bushes, the finest -myrrh being from the 
rose of Sharon. 

And yet our Lord’s wonderful life, so full of beauty 
and of fragrance, drops nearly all out of the Epistles, 
and forms no part of the foundations of the Chris- 
tian faith or of the creeds. Christianity proper com- 
mences rather with Calvary than Bethlehem, with the 
death of Christ for the whole world rather than with 
his birth as King of the Jews and their promised 
Messiah. The death and resurrection of_the Lord 
Jesus Christ are the foundation stones of Christianity 
and also constitute the first day of God’s new creation. 

But all this put together hardly seems sufficient to 
account for the extraordinary silence not only of 
Scripture, but of man-made creeds as to his Holy and 
spotless life. After the Gospels, we are told no more 
of the life of Christ. To urge as a reason that this 
is because all that can be told of the latter has been 
exhausted by the evangelists is insufficient. Surely the 
exhortations to Christian life would gain immensely 
if enforced by examples from the life of the Son of 
man. But, with the rarest exceptions, this may not 
be done. 

The creeds are still more amazing in the way 
they pass from the Virgin Mary to Pontius Pilate, 
as if hardly a day intervened, 

Can it be, is it péssible that in the wisdom of God 
the emphasis on the death, and the omission of the 
life, were both necessary to show with the utmost 
force, that salvation and the fullest expression of the 
love of God were in the former, and not in the lat- 
ter, and that in the last days (where we now are) this 
would be so revised that he graciously overruled the 
creeds to the same end? 

In any case the-fact remains as a strong proof of 
the falsity of our new modern gospel of salvation 
by Christ’s life example, and not by his atoning death, 

We read in Genesis, “And the evening and the 
morning were the first day.” In a similar manner the 
dark evening of the Cross, and the bright morning 
of the Resurrection together formed the first day of 
God’s new creation, for, “if any man be in Christ, he 
is a new creature [creation]” (2 Cor. 5: 17). 

Once, however, our faith is securely founded on 
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Lesson for September 16 
1 Kings 12. 1-24 


the finished sacrifice of Christ, once we are thus born 
again of the Spirit, there is no difficulty with Christ 
our example, for we ought so to walk, even as he 
walked. We thus begin with the atoning death; and 
then we set before us the one perfect life ever lived, 
as our’ example. 

’ We. miust ever bear in mind, as the moral glories of 
our Lord ‘pass before our eyes in the Gospels and cause 
‘our ‘hearts ‘to burn witftin''us, that they’ aré,’ after all, 
the life ofan’ “emptied” Christ.’ What'a’ fill Christ 
is -like' we ktiéw not, not ever can’know tiitil-we know 
‘ “even as we aré’ known"!' =” ea 

Rype, Iste oF WIGHT. 
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Saving Minutes 
By Jennie E. Stewart 


LASS discussion, valuable though it is, often cannot 

. be indulged in to any extent because of lack of 
time. 

In one class the problem method of securing dis- 
cussion is used. Questions such as are found in The 
Sunday School Times lesson pagés in “Questions for 
Teacher and Class” are useful for such discussions. 
Where the time was found too short to give every 
one a chance to taik on the problems, the secretary 
and treasurer voluntarily agreed to a plan that they 
thought was a good one. 

Since it seemed better for two to miss a small part 
of the class session than for all to miss a similar por- 
tion of the lesson the secretary took a stand near the 
door with attendance record in hand and checked the 
members as they came in. If the procession moved 
too rapidly a look over the class after they were all 
seated served to check up on those missed. The treas- 
urer had a basket near the door. Each member had 
offering ready to drop in as they passed, and then no 
time was lost. taking the collection. : 

By using this plan it was possible to begin talking 
- on the lesson the moment the last member was seated. 
By the time the first problem was well under way the 
treasurer usually had the report ready to drop in the 
slot at the door and was ready to take part in the con- 
sideration of the lesson. If not quite ready for the 
first question the treasurer was always ready for the 
second, 

The secretary had a bit longer task to complete the 
weekly class record, but rarcly did it happen that the 
report was not out of the way in time for the sec- 
retary to take part in the discussion of the second 
question before it was finished. 

If there was time, and the class usually tried to see 
that there was, the secretary and treasurer’ were given 


time at the close of the class session to bring forward 


what they had to say on the first question, and on the 
second also if they had missed that. Thus time was 
secured to consider at least one more probiem than 
where the class waited for the reports to be finished. 
The two officers missed nothing but what the others 
had to say on those problems and usually some one 
made it a point to remember the best points and 
broadcast them to these faithful officers. Class officers 
hold office but one quarter in this class so this re- 
sponsibility is shared in turn by all the class members. 
Bou.peEr, Coto. 


India Missionaries’ Views 
of Stanley Jones’ Book 
(Concluded from page 518) 


titled, “My Sins and My Saviour.” The very title 
indicates a Biblically-evangelized heart with an ex- 
perience common to believing sinners in all parts 
of the world. The truth is that to think of Christ 
as Indian is as great an error as to think of him 
as English. 
_ Here is a passage from “The Christ of the In- 
dian Road” which in itself shows the book to rép- 
resent the modernistic view of Christianity: “A 
Hindu lawyer asked this question, ‘Don’t you think 
that Hinduism will gradually evolve and change 
into Christianity without losing its good points? 
I assured him that I thought that very thing was 
taking place” (p. 211). Mr. Crowe refers to this 
passage, but it is well that the words which we 
print in italics should impress themselves in all 
their grave, grim meaning on the mind of every 
one interested in the book. The author’s endorse- 
ment of the Hindu lawyer’s grotesque idea that a 
religion that assumes the existence of three hun- 
- dred and thirty-three millions of gods will evolve 
into the revelation of the one living and true God; 
that a religion so divorced from morality as to 
make, in the Indian Penal code, special _ provision 
for the toleration of indecent representations on the 
temples of its gods will evolve into the revelation 
of the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of 
the world and of him who is of purer eyes than to 
behold evil and who cannot look on_ iniquity, is 
amazing, even in one who underrates Holy Scrip- 
ture as he does... ._ Bn o§ 

, Speaking of meetings of Hindus addressed by 
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him, Dr. Jones says: “I asked these leading high 
caste men to take their stand publicly for Christ. 
I told them frankly that I would leave the question 

’ of baptism . .. to their consciences as they read 
the New Testament and decided what they should 
do” (p. 111). And again, “I gave the invitation to 
those who would surrender themselves to Christ, 

_ .leaving the question of baptism to their own inner 

* convictiois Gtalies mine} to, come and take, the 
front seats, I felt at the time that if, one would 
come I should be grateful, for’;William Carey had 
said that if one of these high castes should ever be 
converted it would be as great a miracle as the 
raising of the dead. But that night between a hun- 
dred and a hundred and fifty came forward on that 
proposal” (p, 115). 

Now every missionary working in India knows 
that, where there has been wrought by the Holy 
Spirit conviction of sin, repentance toward God, 
and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, there is often 
still a shrinking from the observance of the di- 
vinely appointed ordinance of baptism, because of 
the loss of caste, the disinheriting, the expulsion 
from home, the persecution, and the obloquy which 
must inevitably” follow on confession of Christ in 
the manner ordained by Him. It was conversion, 
accompanied by obedience to the Saviour in baptism, 
that Carey was contemplating in the passage that 
Dr. Jones refers to. No miracle was needed to 
bring about what Dr. Jones cites as proof of a 
“difference in the attitude of India toward Jesus” 
from that of former days. - It is relevant to ask, 
Would the attitude of orthodox Hindus today toward 
a high caste convert who confessed Christ in bap- 
tism be any different from what it was in Carey’s 
time? And it may be further asked, Did any one 
of the men who “came forward” on his “proposal,” 
in doing so, “deny himself,” “take up his cross,” and 
“follow” the Lord Jesus Christ, as he requires every 
disciple to do? (Matt. 16:24.) 

“The Christ of the Indian Road” contains, in its 
treatment of baptism, the implied claim of its au- 
thor to a right to modify the commission under 
which every faithful missionary seeks to give effect 
to his Lord’s will: “All authority hath been given 
unto me in heaven and on earth, Go ye therefore, 
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them 
into the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you.” 


The Rev. J. I. MacDonald, formerly a missionary in 


India, brings out points not touched upon by the 


others: 


The work entitled, “The Christ of the Indian 
Road,” is attracting a good deal of attention be- 
cause it reveals the inner thoughts of the Indian 
mind with considerable candor, and presents those 
mysterious penetralia in a fresh and vivid manner, 
seeming to provide the while, the solution of the 
difficulty of forming a real contact between the view 
of religion as expressed in the Gospel, and the 
Oriental, or, more particularly, the Indian view. 

First, we acknowledge that this book contains 
several excellent and acceptable passages. It also 
serves a useful purpose in so far as it discloses the 
difficulties that often beset the path of the Indian 
seeker after truth. But there is more to be said. 

In the Preface to the sixth American edition, the 
author admits that he has omitted certain great basal 
facts, such as the existence in India of the vast 
number of child widows, the baneful effects of caste, 
the millions of wandering fakirs (religious beggars), 
the 330,000,000 gods and goddesses, the worship of 
demons, the existence of a numerous and rapacious 
priesthood, grave illiteracy, and so 0... His reasons 
for these omissions are three: 

First, India is aggrieved because Christian mission- 
aries have emphasized the darker side of the picture. 
But we ask: Have they unduly emphasized it? We 
think not. Can Miss Wilson-Carmichael’s state- 
ments in “Things As They Are” be controverted? 
And let us call on one still better able to testify 
about these things —the late Pandita Ramabai. She 
said: “Let our Western friends come to India, and 
live right among us, Let them frequently go to the 
hundreds of sacred places where countless pilgrims 
throng yearly. Let them, go around Jaganath (Puri), 
Benares, Gaya, Dwarka, and such other sacred cities 
—the strongholds of Hinduism and seats of sacred 
learning, where the Mahatmas and Sadhus dwell. 
and where the ‘sublime’ philosophies are daily 
taught and devoutly followed. There are thousands 
of priests and men learned in sacred lore, who are 
the spiritual rulers and guides of our people. They 
neglect and oppress the widows and devour widows’ 
houses. I have gone to many of the so-called sacred 
places, lived among the people, and seen enough of 
those learned philosophers and possessors of su- 
perior Hindu spirituality, who ‘oppress the widows, 
and trample poor, ignorant, low-caste people under 
their heels. They send out hundreds of emissaries 
to look for young widows, and bring them by hun- 
dreds and thousands to the sacred cities to rob them 
of their money and their virtue. They shut the 
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aN: reifless widows into their large monasteries, 
sell or hite-them-out-to wicked men, so long as they 
can get money; and, when the miserable slaves are 
no longer pleasing to their cruel masters, they turn 
them out in the street to beg their livelihood, to 
suffer the horrible consequences of sin, to carry 
the burden of shame, and finally to die a death 
worse than that of a starved dog.” 

Second, “‘Indians themselves are now alive to 
these evils, and are.combating.them,”.; This is, true 
of. a few Indians, usually kn@wa as: social reform- 
ers. ‘They are sometimes “seFet believers,” or men 
who have. been influenced by the claims of :the 
Gospel. 

Third, the author asserts that he desires to lay a 
foundation for Christian missions deeper than upon 
particular evils found in a special race. But it 
may be replied that evils which spring from evil, 
i. e., from sin in the human heart, do, in the mind of 
the great Founder and Head of missions, provide 
the special reason for the missionary enterprise. 
On account of the sin of the world, Christ Jesus 
came and died for man; and the great apostle in 
his letter to the Romans tells us in chapter 1, that 
the awful state of the heathen called forth his un- 
paralleled miss.onary zeal, and constituted the ground 
for his evangelistic enterprise. ... 

The assumption that Christianity fulfils the 
ancient faiths [of India] we hold to be fundamen- 
tally wrong; for the strength and very life of the 
Christian religion consist not in its resemblance to 
the ancient faiths of the world, but in its diver- 
gence from them. 


The last of these discerning letters from those who 
know both India and the Scriptures is from H, W. 
Sykes, who writes in part; 


Its title is enough to condemn the book. It sug- 
gests the alternative title, “Christ Adapted to India.” 
The Lord Jesus Christ adapts himself to nothing 
and to nobody, and never did. No jot or tittle shall 
in any wise be modified or “adapted,” but all be 
brought up to specification. Had the title been 
“India’s Road to Christ” it would have been dif- 
ferent. 

My knowledge of India is neither recent nor 
fresh; but, as one born there, whose father was 
born there, whose grandfather was closely asso- 
ciated with mission work there, and whose great- 
grandfather was among its pioneer missionaries, in 
East India Company days, perhaps I have India 
“in the blood” to some extent; and the book appears 
to me altogether pernicious (though, be it said, 
disappointingly feeble), and the author’s metheds, 
as set forth in it, entirely wrong.... 

Modernism deals largely in euphemisms. What 
Dr. Jones calls resentment of the “superiority com- 
plex” in others, is what the Bible calls “pride,” and 
its injunction is, “In lowliness of mind let each 
esteem other better than themselves,” and it also 
states that in the last times men would be “high- 
minded.” 

The Question Hour would have been more edify- 
ing if the. sword of the Spirit had been more in evi- 
dence. The fact of Dr. Jones having been nearly 
floored by being asked for a passage in which the 
Lord claimed to be divine does not suggest a high 
degree of might in the Scriptures. He seems to 
have been very unwise in allowing irrelevant po- 
litical questions to be introduced. When asked about 
such things as America’s attitude to Asiastic immi- 
gration, he might have referred his questioners to the 
Lord’s answer when questioned about another’s re- 
sponsibilities, “What is that to thee? follow thou 
tes. ox 

The chapter on Christ and the other “Faiths” is 
the worst — putting the new wine of the Gospel into 
the old bottles of Hinduism. What is this process 
by which Hinduism is going to evolve into Chris- 
tianity? Isn’t it exactly what happened at Rome? 
They preserved “all that was best” in paganism and 
grafted it on to Christianity, which they well-nigh 
swamped, and produce that hybrid travesty of 
Christianity represented by the Roman Church, 
which has “evolved” no further and has been the 
blight of Europe. Most of what Dr. Jones rightly 
deprecates in Western ecclesiasticism is the effect 
of that compromise with paganism, from which we 
have never recovered. Is the tragedy to be repeated 
in India? One would have thought that that warn- 
ing of history would have been an object lesson of a 
peril from which to flee in terror. Can one imagine 
Paul standing by when they brought forth the oxen 
and garlands at Lystra, and saying with a com- 
placsnt smile, “This will all evolve into Christian- 
iy? 383 - 

Some letters that have been published with refer- 
ence to this book strike me as being sadly undiscern- 
ing. They point out that there are good parts in the 
book, and that is all they have to say. There usually 
is much unexceptionable matter in Modernist books, 
amid which the poison of error is interspersed, so 
that what is good is the vehicle of what is harmful. 
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LESSON 12. SEPTEMBER 18. THE KINGDOM DIVIDED | 


International Uniform Lesson.—I Kings 12: 1-24. 
Golden Text.—Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.— Prov. 16: 18 

















The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 


HIS is one of the most pathetic narratives in 
the Bible, Paint the vivid contrast between the 
expectations of the young king and his bit- 
ter mortification and disappointment. Most of our 
young folks have had some such experience in their 
own lives. (Note specially the Golden Topics.) 
Show them that the failure was partly due to Reho- 
boam’s own fault and partly to his father’s. Then 
try to show them how it could all have been prevented 
if only there had been on either side a little of the 
spirit of conciliation and reasonableness. This should 
all lead up to the conclusion: What foolish things 
are pride and anger! 


The Historical Setting 


This lesson is of especial interest as affording the 
first definite synchronism with secular history since 
the days of Moses. Jeroboam fled to the court of 
Shishak, king of Egypt {1 Kings 11:40). This king 
is named Sheshonk I. And he has executed the cele- 
brated Shishak inscription on the south wall of the 
noble temple of Amon at Karnak (the No-amon of 
Nahum 3:8). In this inscription a list is given of 
133 cities of the Kingdom of Judah which were cap- 
tured by his armies. His expedition against Judah 
took place in the fifth year of Rehoboam (1 Kings 
14:25, 26; 2° Chron, 12:2-9). Shishak was the 
founder of a new dynasty in Egypt. It was termed 
the twenty-second or Bubastite dynasty. The title 
was given because it alone of all the thirty-one dynas- 
ties had its capital at Bubastis. The probable year 
of Shishak’s accession was 998 B. C. And his expee 
org against Rehoboam would be about the year 978 


Verse by Verse 


Rehoboam was the son of Solomon and the Am- 
monite princess Naamah (1 Kings 14:21). He is 
described by the Holy Spirit as “young and tender- 
hearted” (2 Chron. 13:7). The terms used mean 
that he was inexperienced in politics and statecraft 
and weak and irresolute in disposition, As a matier 
of fact he was forty-one years of age when he came 
to the throne (1 Kings 14:21). His life up to that 
time seems to have been passed in the enervating sur- 
roundings-of a royal harem, And the notes in 2 
Chronicles 11: 23 indicate that sensuality was the cause 
of the weakness of character which was only too ap- 
parent in his governmental acts. Perhaps some knowl- 
edge of the influences that had exercised such a dele- 
terious effect in his own case was the reason why he 
removed his own sons from like environment and 
distributed them in military duty through the garri- 
son towns of Judah, 

1 Kings 12:1.—Shechem, the modern Nablous. It 
has been seriously damaged by earthquake during the 
past summer. “Nablous” is a corruption of Neapolis, 
or “new town,” which name was bestowed upon the 
place by the Roman Emperor Vespasian (69-79 A. D.). 
At Shechem Abraham erected his first altar (Gen. 12: 
6, 7). It was Jacob’s first home. It was the birth- 
place of Joseph. And it was to Shechem that the 
tribes were assembled to reccive Joshua’s last charge 
(Josh. 24:1). And all this took place before ever 
Jebus became the capital. We are not told why the 
present National Assembly was convoked at Shechem 
rather than Jerusalem. But the fact itself is signifi- 
cant. 

The powerful Ephraimites never easily brooked a 
position of inferiority. They were the descendants of 
Joshua, the greatest and noblest of all the men of 
God, Moses only excepted. All through Jewish his- 
tory we see them claiming their position as such (Judg. 
8:1; 12:1). Joshua, too, was an Ephraimite and 
Samuel was born within the territory of the tribe. 
After Saul’s death it was Judah who first made Da- 
vid king, while the northern tribes were still loyal to 
the family of Saul. Bitter rivalries between north 
and south may be traced (2 Sam. 20:1; Psa. 78: 

- 67). Solomon’s reign from its heavy taxation 
other oppression widened ‘and deepened the breach 
between the northern and southern tribes. 


As soon as Solomon’s strong hand was withdrawn ’ 


the crisis came. Rehoboam had perhaps selected She- 
chem as the place of his coronation as a concession to 
Ephraimite feeling. If that were so, it only gave the 
malcontents the impression that a favorable oppor- 
tunity had arrived to extort more concessions. 

Verse 2.—Jeroboam was himself an. Ephraimite (11: 
26). While Solomon was repairing the fortifications 


‘attached to the kingly office. 
Be ager a solely by undisguised selfishness. Not a 
“man o 


» Devotional Reading: Proverbs 1: 20-26. : 
Primary Topic: God Punishes a Foolish 
Lesson Material; 1 Kings 12: 1-24. 
4 Memory Verse; Be not wise in your own conceits.—Rom. 


12: 10. 
Junior Topic a Foolish King. 


ic: God Punishes 
Lesson Material ; x Kings 12: 1-24. 
Memory Verse: God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to 
the humble,—1 Pet. 5; 5. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic ; The Folly of Pride. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: How to Prevent Divisions. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
VS. 12-20, 


12 So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the 
third day, as the king bade, saying, Come to me again the 
third day. 13 And the king answered the people roughly, 
and forsook the counsel of the old men which they had 
given him, 14 and spake to them after the counsel of the 
young men, saying, My father made your yoke heavy, but 
I will add to your yoke: my father chastised you with 
whips, but.I will chastise you with scorpions. 15 So the 
king hearkened not unto the people; for it was a thing 
brought about of Jehovah, that he might establish his word, 
which Jehovah spake by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat. 

16 And when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not 
unto them, the people answered the king, saying, What 
portion have we in David? neither have we inheritance in 
the son of Jesse: to your tents, Israel: now see to thine 
own house, David. So Israel departed unto their tents. 17 
But as for the children of Israel that dwelt in the cities of 
Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them. 18 Then hing Reho- 
boam sent Adoram, who was over the men subject to task- 
work; and all Israel stoned him to death with stones. And 
king Rehoboam made speed to get him up to his chariot, 
to flee to Jerusalem. 19 So Israel rebelled against the house 
of David unto this day. 20 And it came to pass, when all 
Israel heard that Jeroboam was returned, that they sent 
and called him unto the congregation, and made him king 
ever all Israel: there was ncene that followed the house of 
David, but the tribe of Judah only. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








of Zion his sagacious eye observed the ability of the 
young man. Jeroboam was speedily promoted to be 
superintendent of the whole levy of native Israelitish 
laborers from the northern tribes. Jeroboam hada 
great opperteniy then. God came to the young man 
in the frst flush of his success. The prophet Ahijah 
revealed to him God’s far-reaching purposes of bless- 
ing. Solomon had failed badly. And the young of- 
ficer was to receive of the royal inheritance upon the 
king’s death. The offer instead of humbling the man 
seemed to have inflamed his ambition. He perhaps 
(according to the Septuagint) began to nourish designs 
of a rising without waiting for the king’s death or 
the further revelation of God’s will. Solomon became 
aware of the danger (11:40), and Jeroboam fled for 
refuge to Egypt. As soon as the coronation of Re- 
hoboam was announced Jeroboam became aware of 
it. And he caused himself to be specially summoned 
by his tribespeople to be their spokesman in pleading 
for some mitigation of their burdens. We are not 
told how this summons was brought about, but there 
were obvious ways of doing it. 

Verse 12—The third day. The only wise thing 
which Rehoboam did in this sorry business was to 
ask for three days’ delay. 


Verse 13.—The counsel of the old men. Even this 
counsel was evil enough. All that these elders had 
learned under Solomon’s régime was dissimulation 
and craft. They advised the king to pretend sym- 
pathy with the complainants, to flatter the people, and 
speak good words to them. Then when the crisis 
should be over and Rehoboam firm on his throne, he 
could disregard his subjects and have his own way. 
To act on such motives is bad enough, but to put them 
into plain words, to offer them as a rule of kingly 
conduct reveals a depth of cynical contempt for truth 
which shows only too clearly how rotten was the 
state of Israel. 

_ The younger councilors differed only in. their es- 
timate of the means necessary to gain their object. 
In neither case was there any idea of the responsibility 
All the councilors are 


‘mat them had one word to say as to what might 
‘be’ God’s. will in the matter. The old men recommend 
lyitig, the young men advise bluff. 
Verse 14.—I will chastise you. The threat was in- 
conceivably foolish. It is a vivid illustration of the 
weakness of character to which I have already re- 
ferred. There is an old Latin proverb that says, 
“Whom the gods wish to destroy they first make mad.” 
If we substitute the word “Devil” for the word 
“gods” that represents a.truth. The Devil is a mur- 


deter, a destroyer, from the beginning (John 8:44)« ; 


There is no folly so utterly crass and stupid as the 
folly of sin. That is always true. But sometimes, 
as in the case of Rehoboam, God lets the truth blaze 
out before us in some act of special folly that all men 
may see and take warning. 


Verse 15.—Brought about of Jehovah. Two things 
emerge from the study of this pregnant passage. One 
is the fact of human sin, and the other is the fact of 
the divine overruling. Rehoboam and Jeroboam and 
the rest were not just puppets. They were living, 
feeling, purposing, deciding men. The responsibility 
of each was all his own, yet on the other hand their 
very sin and folly was being overruled by God to the 
fulfillment of his purposes. Thus also a yet greater 
qime than Rehoboam’s was the accomplishment of God’s 
iiost merciful purpose. The Lord Jesus Christ was 
crucified and slain by wicked hands, yet it was by the 
determinate counsel and will of God (Acts 2: 23). 


A Lesson Outline 
I. The fact of sin. 


1. Solomon’s idolatry and oppression. Departure 
from God was followed by alienation from his people. 

2. Rehoboam’s sin. 

(1) Boastfulness. 
(2) Selfishness. 
The effeminancy of Rehoboam’s early life made him 
dependent upon others. Indulgence of his passions left 
him unfitted to cope with the real business of life. Se- 
clusion amid the luxuries of a harem destroyed in him 
all sensitiveness to the sufferings of others. 
3. Jeroboam’s sin. 
(1) Intrigue against his master. 
(2) Stirring up strife. 
(3) Selfishness. 

4. The sin of the councillors, 


II. The effects of sin. Sin is cumulative. 


1. Solomon’s sensuality made his son a weakling. 
His character was emasculated. 


2. Solomon’s departure from God resulted in the 
training up of a group of politicians whose thought was 
not honor but honors. Office and place was to them 
not an opportunity for service but for self-aggrandize- 
ment. Not the advantage of the people but of. them- 
selves was their consideration. The counsel given by 
these men whom: Solomon had trained was one of 
the factors in the destruction of his son, 


3. Solomon’s oppression of the people was directly 
responsible for the reaction which cost Rehoboam the 
kingdom and brought the undivided monarchy of Is- 
rael to an end. 


III. God’s plans are not permanently defeated even by 
sin. He makes even the wrath of man to praise him 
(Psa. 76:10). 


Golden Topics 


1. “Be sure your sin will find you out” (Num, 
32:23). 
2. “This thing is of me” (1 Kings 12:24). 
Disappointment. 
Grief, 
Fear. 


The Practical Aim 

1. To get the pupils to recognize the working of 
the law of cause and effect. 

2. Behind this law of cause and effect is God work- 
ing in spite of, and even by means of man’s sin to 
bring about promised blessing. 


Final Word 


Let this lesson be used of the Holy Ghost to search 
our own hearts. Before ever we can handle such a 
theme as this let us make quite sure that our own 
lives are free from self-seeking. And in particular 
that in our Sunday-school work our motives are pure. 
As poor Rehoboam failed through love of ease and 
luxury, let us see to it that we learn of God’s grace 
something of what it means to endure hardness as 
good soldiers of Jesus Christ (2 Tim, 2:3). 


T UNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 
. ad ' 
Mr. Trumbull’s “What Is the Gospel?” gives the 


essentials of salvation simply and clearly “for the man 
in the street” and every one else. It gives God's Word 
on “Why Men Are Lost,” “How Men Are Saved,” 
“What Is Salvation,” “The Blessed Hope,’ “The Vic- 
torious Life” (The Sunday School Times Co., 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, cloth 75 cents, 
postage 5 cents; paper 50 cents, postage 5 cents). 


a 


ae En Se nos 


Lesson for September 18 
3 Kings 12. 1-24 ; 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their Tn stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written several members of 
Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, ; Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
: cjate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
triedjassigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers Sf your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers—as--given- in - ing tssuec? 
OW old was Rehoboam when his reign began, and how 
long did it last?’ ~~ , os PEE gh PLES IAP 
2. When did Rehoboam's troubles really begin? 
3. Is Solomon remembered more for his wisdom or hig 
folly? 
4 Who was Rehoboam’s mother? 
5. What cruel system of idolatry did she influence Solomon 
to introduce? 
6. Who had had the task of uniting the kingdom? What 
relation was he to Rehoboam? 
g- What was the occasion of the rending of the kingdom? 
8. In what way was Rehoboam’s name, like many others 
in Hebrew history, a travesty? 
9. What was Rehoboam’s personal responsibility in this 
matter of losing half of his kingdom? ~~ 
10. Recognizing that through such foolhardy dealings 
with his sensitive subjects, Rehoboam really deserved to 
lose all twelve of the tribes, instead of ten, how may we 
explain the loyalty of Judah and Benjamin? 
1x. What was the “scorpion” of Rehoboam’s threat to 
the people? 
12, How may we account for Rehoboam’s absurd tactless- 
ness, though he was forty-one years of age? 
13, What contrast is there between Solomon’s source of 
wisdom as a young king and Rehoboam’s? 
14, What favorable comparison may we make to Reho- 
pboam in a present-day heir-apparent? 
13. How may Rehoboam’s name help us to remember the 
kingdom over which he ruled? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions - 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
.By William H. Ridgway 


Those Old Fellows.—The king ... forsook the 
counsel of the old men... and spake after the coun- 
sel of the young men (vs.-13, 14). The “old fellow” 
is the fellow who knows. He has come over the 
trail the “young fellow’ must follow. He has had 
his. He knows just where he bought his gold brick. 
He knows where you can’t touch bottom. He knows 
on what shores the sirens sing. He knows what 
grapes make sharp-cdged teeth. He knows what sort 
of answers turn away wrath (Jer. 31:20; Prov. 15: 
1). The “king” when he is not a fool. ties to the “old 
men.” The days have a way of rapidly running by. 





. The years come trooping along. Those who have been 


at the head of affairs grow gray and gentle and ten- 
der and mellow and wise. They become “chairman 
of the Board” —and then in a very little while they 
go to their long home. The Junior moves his traps 
to the inner office behind the plate glass and the ma- 
hogany. It is for Juniér now to hold the reins and 
drive. Yes, indeed, “the wheel,” if you please. But 
Junior does not know just where the sharp turns are 
nor does he know the dangerous crossings. And you 
know this is the day of stepping on the gas in busi- 
ness as well as in locomotion, — oh, well, if Rehoboam 
could have had one of his father’s elder statesmen in 
the car with him instead of that crowd of rattle-brained 
joy riders, he had not failed to make the curve, and 
had not lost his kingdom to his father’s hired man! 
I know lots of successful young men, I read lots of 
biographies of successful men, but in almost every 
case there is an old, wise head back of that success. 
It cannot be otherwise. The race is built that way 
—both nationally and individually. Alexander and 
Napoleon were extra smart young men, geniuses if 
you please, who needed no old men to tell them, and 
they landed Greece and France in pretty much the 
same sort of Rehoboam way, didn’t they? 


The Strike—To your tents, O Israel (v. 16). 
When this cry is made by a mass of men it means 
real trouble both in a commonwealth and in an in- 
dustry. It is the terrifying cry of rebellion and death, 
It is the cry of the-strike. .And let it be noticed that 
this cry is almost always squeezed out by the pres- 
sure of the counsel of the young men. heard one 
of our greatest labor leaders say,:“There is rarely any 
difficulty in coming to an understanding in matters 
of dispute when the parties in interest sit around the 
same table and look into each other’s eyes.” It is 
just as the old Charles Lamb story illustrates. What 
is the old Charles Lamb story? Expect I’ve told it 
before, but maybe you’ve grown up or subscribed in 
since. One time Lamb was tearing out: Pitt.the Eng- 
lish statesman at the coffee house where he, Coleridge, 
Wordsworth, Garrick, Goldsmith, Reynolds, and that 
bright bunch used to hang out. “Why, Charlie,” said 
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Coleridge, “I didn’t know you knew Pitt.” “I 
d-d-don't,” replied Lamb, who stuttered a little bit, 
“S-S-Sam, you cawn’t h-h-hate a m-m-man you 
k-k-k-know!” When the boss and the men know 
each other —and that includes the knowing of each 
other’s problems; when ruler and people know each 
other ard realize they are all tied up in the same 
bundle, there is never any of the “to your tents” busi- 


-néss: —In-other wo6rds,-come—together with God and 


that Golden Rule of his. 


The “royal law’ as James 
calls it (Jas. 2:8). 


The Prince. of. :Watles’ splendid 


mix up with his own people and us cousins across the 


sea-hag done more for the preservation of the English 
crown ‘than any act of diplomacy. or statesmanship 
“You can’t hate a man you know.” There 
are many employers of labor in the Sunday-school 
game, but who ever heard the cry “to your tents” 
from the men who had a glad hand and a welcome to 
the “old man’s” Bible class? It never has happened; 
it never can happen. The Book says so. Here it is: 
“When a man’s ways please the Lord, he maketh even 
his enemies to be at peace with him” (Prov. 16:7). 


The. Sporty Dad’s Boy.—So Israel rebelled against 
the house cf David (ve %9). Yes, this is how all the 
subsequent national long-drawn-out misery started. 
That splendid state, built up by David and adorned by 
Solomon at which the _— of Sheba marveled, all 
went to pieces because Solomon let down on his re- 
ligion, and Solomon’s fool son had a fool daddy. 
David was good strong metal. Solomon mixed in 
the heathen phosphorous, and so Rehoboam was noth- 
ing but sash weight stuff, the weakest and cheapest 
there is. It still works out that way, my dear Coun- 
try Clubber. Your dad was a fine Christian gentle- 
man—an elder, deacon, vestryman, or something. 
You dance all over his grave, his memory, and his 
reputation with your Sunday games and dances and 
your bootleg dinner parties. You just now, like Solo- 
mon, are running along undeg the big push of good- 
ness from your godly-and pious father. You are not 
a_half bad citizen. But that boy of yours? That 
“Rehoboam.” There is no good-daddy push for him 
like you had, and the chances are that he, too, is lis- 
tening to the young men and will wind up with a 
lost “kingdom.” The kingdom of manhood. _ Even 
now I heard one of your friends say, “That scalawag 
of Jones’ is unspeakable —not worth kicking out of 
the road.” Not only that, old fellow, but when you 
set out to break the Fourth Commandment, malice 
aforethought, murder in first degree, your Rehoboam 
is quite likely to break the Fifth Commandment — 
and most of the rest. All this is no argument, just a 
mere statement of facts. You can easily corroborate 
them locally. Each issue of your daily paper is a 
never ending serial recording the wreck of unworthy 
sons of noble grandfathers. And always front page 
stuff at that. Many a broken-hearted mother sits by 
her fireside crushed to earth because father got away 
from “the old man’s religion,” and the disgraced and 
ruined boy yonder in the jail or asylum or the “far 
country” had nothing to hold him. 

CoaTESvVILLE, Pa, 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF CoMPARISON.—Train pupils 
to make comparisons and thus detect significant 
likenesses and differences. 











HE lesson before us seems to be built of contrasts, 

The congregation of Israel comes “suggesting to 
Rehoboam that he make the yoke upon them lighter 
in comparison with his father’s. When he finally 
answers them he says that his father’s yoke upon 
them was heavy, but instead of making it lighter he 
will make it yet heavier. - And it is this foolish an- 





Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. July 3.—Saul Chosen King ......seeeceees 1 Samuel 9 to 12 
2 July ,10.—Samuel’s Farewell ....sseccseceesees I Samuel 12 
3. July 17—Samuel Anoints David ........1 Samuel 16: 1-13 
4. July 24.—David and Goliath ........ccccceeees 1 Samuel 17 
5. July 31.—David and Jonathan ......1 Samuel 18 : 1-4; 
1921-7; 20: 1-42; 23: 15-18; 2 Samuel 1 : 17-27 
6. August 7.—David Spares Saul .............:1 Samuel 26 
7. August 14.—David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem 
2 Samuel 2: 1-4; 5: 1-5; 6:1-15; Psalm 24 
8 August 21.—God’s Promise to David ...1 Chronicles 17 
9g. August 28—Nathan Leads David to Repentance 
2 Samuel 11:1 to 12:28 
zo, September 4.—Solomon’s Wise Choice. ..1 Kings 3 : 4-35 
11. September 11.—Solomon Dedicates the Temple.1 Kings 8 
12, September 18—The Kingdom Divided ...1 Kings 12 : 1-24 
33. Septemper 25.—Review: The Early Kings of Israel 
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swer that leads to the division of the kingdom and 
sets the ten tribes over against Judah and Benjamin. 
But between the request of the people and the foolish 
answer of the king lies his consultation with the old 
mien and with the young men,-whose advice is so very 
different the one from the other. Note first that 
Rehoboam’s form of inquiry to the two groups is dif- 
ferent, and also that the one group were the old men 
“that stood before Solomon his father while he yet 
lived,”— men experienced in statecraft and with the 
benefit of the trainhig. of the; wise (a While 
the young men were those “that were rown up with 
him, and which stood beforé’ him,”— young fellows 
with no more knowledge than himself, and many of 
them doubtless flatterers:of his pride. Then, too, note 
the contrasts with which these young men emphasize 
their stinging advice: “My little finger shall be thicker 
than my father’s loins. ... My father did lade you 
with a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke: my father 
hath chastised you with whips, but I will chastise 
you with scorpions.” 

There lies on the surface of this sad story also the 
contrast between the success of David in uniting the 
kingdom and the failure of Rehoboam in dividing it; 
and the contrast between Solomon as a young man 
seeking the wisdom of the Lord and his son turning 
to man, “whose breath is in his nostrils,” and to the 
most foolish of them. But we cannot forget that it 
roots hack also into that sad contrast between the 
early days when Solomon sought the Lord and those 
later ones when he departed from him. 

HuntTINGDON, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustratiqa 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing apd reading carefully a _ leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” ’ 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 


Worthy of a Prince.—Speak good words to them 
(v. 7). It is told of King Edward VII that when 
he was Prince. of Wales, he was coming with an, 
officer from Marlborough House, when they passed 
an old soldier in shabby attire selling matches in the 
gutter. As he passed the old man saluted, and the 
prince returned the salute. “Does your Royal High- 
ness always salute people of that sort?” inquired the 
officer, in a tone of rebuke. “Yes,” said the prince, 
“you would not have a costermonger more polite than 
a prince, would you?”—From the London Sunday 
quot Times. Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, 

ng. 


Poor Wrapping.—But I (v. 14). A man wrapped 
up in himself has a rT cloak.—From the Youth’s 
Companion. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Utica, N. Y. 


What Is God Doing?—Pride (Golden Text). One 
who occupied a high place in a royal court was filled 
with chagrin to find that ancther had supplanted him. 
He determined to humble him by asking a troublesome 
question in the presence of the court. “Master,” said 
he, “what is God Almighty deing now?” “God Al- 
mighty,” replied the other, “is doing now what he has 
been doing in past ages, and will do as long as the 
world lasts. He is casting down the proud and is ex- 
alting the humble.”—From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by Mrs, B. Dowen, Kingston Hill, Surrey, Eng. 


Not Fit to Be Alongside.—Pride goeth before de- 
struction, and a haughty spirit before a fall (Golden 
Text). The Queen of Holland, being an invalid, was 
visiting in the city of Heidelberg, in Germany, for 
treatment. While there, she went each Sunday to a 
modest little church, occupying the back seat to es- 
cape notice. One day a scholarly looking man, plainly 
dressed, came into the church and took a seat near 
the pulpit. A few minutes later, a haughty looking 
German lady swept up to the pew, and seeing a stranger 
in the pew, ordered him by an imperious gesture to 
leave it. The stranger quickly obeyed, and going into 
one of the seats reserved for the poor, joined devoutly 
in the services. After they were over, the lady’s 
friends gathercd around her and demanded whether 
she knew who it was that she had treated so rudely. 
“No. Some pushing stranger,” she answered. “It 
was King Oscar of Sweden,” was the answer. “He 
is here visiting the Queen.” Her mortification may 
be imagined.—From “Our Young Folks” Sent by 
Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. 


_A Princess Rebuked.—Pride goeth before destruc- 
tion, and a haughty spirit before a fall (Golden Text). 
A sailor once carried one of Queen Victoria’s daugh- 
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ters on board the royal yacht. As he 
set her down, he said: “There you are, 
my little lady.” The child, who had not 
liked being carried, shook herself and 
said: “I am not a little lady; I’m a 
princess.” Her mother, who overheard 
her daughter’s speech, said quietly, “You 
had better tell the kind sailor who carried 
you that you are not a little lady yet, 
though you hope to be.one some day.”— 
From..the “Life of Queen Victoria,’ by 
Charles Morris. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


The Kaiser’s Pride and Fall.—Pride 
goeth before destruction, and a haughty 
spirit before a fall (Golden Text). In 
the fall of 1906 the German Emperor, 
Kaiser Wilhelm II, visited the famous in- 
stitute of August Herman Francke, where 
I happened to be a student in the gym- 
nasium, or college. In his address to 
the professors and students he said, “The 
time is nigh when, wherever on earth 
men shall do their works, they shall do 
them only with the consent of the Ger- 
man Kaiser,” It is well remembered that 
a few years later he concluded a treaty 
with Turkey, visited Palestine, and had 
his statue set up on the hill of Calvary 
as a token of his friendship and pro- 
tection over the Turkish Empire. When 
in 1917 Palestine was taken by the Eng- 
lish, one morning that same statue of 
his was found broken to pieces and on 
one of them some one had written in 
Latin, Sicut transit gloria mundi (“Thus 
fadeth the glory of the world”)—From 
the personal experience of the Rev. J. A. 
Valis, M.A., Orlova, Czechoslovakia, 
Prize illustration. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD from 1 Kings 9 through the 

twelfth chapter. The ninth and 
tenth chapters tell how wonderfully God 
kept his promise by giving Solomon 
riches, honor, glory, and wisdom above 
all men. But in chapter eleven we learn 
that Solomon failed to live by the wis- 
dom God had given him, he dishonored 
God, and broke God’s law by marrying 
many heathen women. Among. these 
heathen wives was “Naamah an Ammon- 
itess,” who was the mother of Rehoboam, 
the king after Solomon. Solomon wor- 
shiped Naamah’s idols, and built a high 
place for the one called Molech. In this 
way he broke the first two cf God’s great 
commandments. - How many of the chil- 
dren know what these commandments 3re? 
The people worshiped Molech by burning 
their little children in sacrifice to him. 
Perhaps some of Rehoboam’s brothers 
and sisters had been burned in this cruel, 
false worship. Anyway, Solomon failed 
to set his son a good example, although he 
gave him the very best sort:of advice. 
(See the first seven chapters of Prov- 
erbs.) And although this little boy 
lived in a home that was rich and beau- 
tiful, still it was not the kind of home 
in which to learn to be a good king. | 

Rehohboam grew up to be a man, his 
father died, and the people came to crown 
him king. The people told the young 
king that his father had put a heavy 
yoke upon them, and asked him to 
lighten their burden. Now, if Rehoboam 
had only asked God for guidance we are 
sure God would have told him that his 
father’s idolatry was causing all the 
trouble. And God would have given him 
wees and help. But he did not ask 
20d, 

He first asked the old men for advice, 
and they told him to answer the people 
kindly, and to ease their burdens. But 
this advice did not suit the foolish young 
king, so he asked the young men what 
to do. Their advice pleased him, and he 
did what they said, answering the people 
roughly, saying that he would make their 
burdens heavier than his father had made 
them. Poor Rehoboam thought because 
he was king he could make the people do 
as he liked. But the people who lived 
in the northern part of the kingdom said 
they would not serve Rehoboam. They 
followed Jeroboam to whom God had 
promised the northen part of the king- 
dom because of Solomon’s idolatry. The 
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family of Judah, David’s people, fol- 
lowed Rehoboam. God gave him these 
because of his promise to David. The 
people were never united again, but were 
always separate kingdoms, 


people come back, but they stoned him 
to death. Then he gathered a great army 
to force them back. But God sent a 
messengét to tell Rehoboam that thé peo- 
ple should not fight their kinspeople: Re- 
hoboam was wise enough to obey, arid he 
led the army home. 

Tell the. class that while children often 
suffer on account of the sins of their 
parents, still God doves such children, 
and wiil hear their prayers, and help and 
biess them. God would have helped Re- 
hoboam if only he had been humble and 
wise enough to ask. 

Sing “Yield Not to Temptation.” 

Crinton, S. C. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


“Being a good sport” 


versus being 
God’s man — or woman. 











F YOU will ask your girls to define 

the popular word “sport” you will get 
a variety of views. Their answers will 
be about like this: “Being a good sport 
is playing fair,” or “Being a good loser,” 
“Never showing yellow,’ “Ready for 
anything the crowd proposes,” and even 
this idea will crop out, “Just being popu- 
lar, the kind everybody likes.” 

You will see at once that truth is 
mixed with sophistry in their views, and 
how dangerous is that sophistry! Fair 
play and courage, especially cheerfulness 
in defeat—these are fine qualities and 
do make for the right kind of popularity 
with one’s fellows. But going with the 
crowd, no matter where that leads, hold- 
ing on to personal popularity at the ex- 
pense of standing for the right — these 
are equally certain of gaining that bubble, 
popularity, and our girls seldom distin- 
guish between the weak and the strong, 
the right and the wrong, in their admira- 
tion of a “popular” girl or boy. 

We have a wonderfully interesting 
story today through the mere telling of 
which your girls will catch a glimpse of 
this kind of sophistry and the end to 
which it brings its followers. Can you 


Rehoboam sent an officer to make the ° 





picture the little prince’s (Rehoboam) 
bringing up, in his royal father’s gor- 
geously luxurious palaces, with servants 
to gratify every physical need, playmates 
io humor every whim, no necessity for 
any kind of effort on his part in the cer- 
tainty of his royal inheritance? 

Can you imagine the youth that would 
follow such a childhood, and the kind of 
young man that found himself on the 
throne with the reins of full power ih 
his lazy hands? (Thére is a picture of 
W. L, Taylor’s which portrays this little 
spoiled prince, sulking in his aristocratic 
beauty and princely garments, with a great 
bow and arrows in his hands, beside his 
kingly father’s throne chair — evidently 
begging for some indulgence that Solo- 
mon’s wisdom is forbidding. Show that 
to your girls, if you can secure a copy. 
It will fire their imagination and awaken 

resh interest in this old “Bible-sounding 
name,” Rehoboam. ) 

Then you must picture that young 
prince as the young king, receiving with 
lazy indifference the old, rough, and rug- 
ged ambassadors of his subjects, frown- 
ing a bit over their suggestion of re- 
duced taxes—and the royal income !— 
but sure there is a safe and easy way out 
as there always has been for him. But in 
the three days of grace he set for his an- 
swer he finds hjmself confronted with 
advice far from his taste, in the counsel 
given by his father’s- wise old courtiers, 
and his frown grows blacker. 

Was it his own soluticn or did some 
young friend (?) suggest that he would 
“find a.way out” if he would ask advice 
of his own young comrades in the palace — 
the fellows who had always thought him 
“such a good sport, ready to do anything 
the crowd wanted”? Well, he was ready 
again to hold his popularity and enjoy 
continued luxury even at the cost of his 
people’s increased burdens, but those 
heavy-laden people were not, and your 
final picture must show those old gray- 
heads shaking angry fists in “Solomon’s 
son’s” handsome, insolent young face, and 
calling all Israel to mobilize in their tents ! 
Rehoboam may have retained his popu- 
larity with his young fellow-flatterers 
by going with the crowd, but he lost the 
half of his inheritance and his oppor- 
tunity to have played the part of God’s 
man in the history of his own nation, 


Home Study 


Read the rest of Rehoboam’s brief and 
inglorious history, in 1 Kings 14: 21-31 
and 2 Chronicles 10 to 12 

Decatur, GA. 
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“That's treating him rather 
rough, isn’t it?” 
‘Let him keep out of the way 










then: 
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-| Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” 


.of fool. 
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SEPTEMBER 3, 1927 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
forgive the foolish pride that keeps. us from 
the service to which thou: -wouldst : calf us. 
Teach usithe power, and the grace -ofhumélity. 
May we realize that no worthy leadership is 
possible to the victim of his own, prayds heart. 
May, ;we. be considerate. of others, 1 symple- 
hearted, and obediént, readily. usable in thy 
hands as instruments fitted for thy plirposes. 
Defend us, we pray thee, from an arrogant, 
domineering spifit, and may we be fully re- 
gardful of the rights of others in all our re- 
lationships. In the. name of the Lord Jesus 
we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—How easy it is for 
us to want to have our own way! And 
to make the big mistake —yes, to fall 
into the sin—of making up our minds to 
have it anyhow! And how many like to 
be captain, or boss, or king, or something 
like that, and to have other folks know 
just who is boss! Real leaders don’t go 
at it in that way,—Christian leaders. 
Real leaders on the football field, in 
school, in business,— yes, in the church 
and Sunday-school,— lead in a way that 
makes people want to follow. Poor 
Rehoboam was certainly a foolish king. 
Anyone is foolish who acts in that way. 
Do you? Well, let us repeat the Golden 
Text. Thank God that we do not need 
to have a fall like that if we humbly trust 
our Lord to lead us in any leadership he 
may give us. Let us pray. : 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 
“Channels Only.” ‘ 
**Rock of Ages.” 
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross.” 
“Oh, to Be Nothing, Nothing!” 
“Let Me Come Closer to Thee, Jesus.” 
“Christ Liveth in Me.” 
“Nothing Between.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
} published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion,. Pittsburgh.) 

“Better to Trust in the Lord” (233 : 1,2). 
Psaim 118 : 8, 9, 14-23. 
“Everlasting is Thy Throne” (205 : 1-3). 
Psalm 102 : 12-15, 25-28. 
“The Brightness of Thy Face” (143 : 1-3). 
Psalm 67 : 1-7. 
“In Brotherhood” (269: 1-3). Psalm 133 : 1-3. 


4 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Power. P 

Discussion: Let the fellows inventory 
the various items of power that even an 
ordinary fellow may have, to say nothing 
of unusual talents. 

Objective: Power is for service to the 
glory of God. 


S**; fellows, a five-year-old boy can 
put his foot on the accelerator 
and go careering along the highway at 
sixty miles an hour. He won't go very 
long; and the scream of the ambulance 
will follow soon after; but while he is 
going he will be sitting on power vastly 
multiplied over his own, submissive to 
his’ inexperienced piloting. Don’t be 
fooled into thinking the speed of your 
car is any glory to yourself; it-only puts 
a greater responsibility upon you if you 
are at' the wheel. Rehoboam was that kind 
Inflated with a false conception 
of his relationship to the power he had 
inherited, he stepped on the gas. Three 
miles down the road his twelve-cylinder 
machine was upside down, and when he 
got out of that wreck he limped back 
home on two. : 

And Rehoboam had Grandfather David 
to thank for those two. (See the refer- 
ence to Abijam in’1 Kings 15: 4.) 

If Rehoboam had listened to those wise 
old counselors who had worked out many 
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Lesson for September 18 
x Kings 1a. 1-24 


a knotty problem with Solomori, his 
father, the twelfth chapter of First 
Kings would have given us a far happier 
story. 

They said, O King, if you will be a 
servant to these your péople, and serve 
them, and speak kindly to them, they will 
be -your servants forever. How similar 
thesé wise words to those of Jesus: 
“Whosoever of you will be the chiefest, 
shall be servant of all.” (See Mark 10: 
43-45.) The way to true greatness is by 
the path of humility and service. 

But Rehoboam did not relish the idea 
of being servant to anybody. That was 
not his idea of ruling a kingdom. He 
was drunk with power. Those old men 
who really were his most valuable friends 
if he had but known it were dismissed 
with scant courtesy. Then he summoned 
his young friends, the, hotbloods. He 
knew who would talk to his way of 
thinking; and they did. In fact, they 
were even witty with it. They said some- 
thing that sounded so clever that they 
had quite a hee-haw over it. “Rebo, o!d 
pal,” they said, “tell ’em your dad didn’t 
even know the A B C’s of making his 
people squirm. Fell ’em your little finger 
is thicker than your father’s thigh!” And 
the saying pleased the king, for he was 
absolutely devoid of common sense. So 
that utterly tactless and utterly foolish 
answer he flaunted into the faces of his 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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outraged subjects. Then the inevitable 
happened; the kingdom was rent asunder. 
Ten of the twelve tribes went over to 
Jeroboam. 

When a fellow does one fool thing he 
is pretty apt to follow it with another. 
Rehoboam’s next mistake was to try to 
patch the affair by sending Adoniram to 
the ten tribes as a peacemaker. Adoni- 
ram was the draft officer. It was his 
department that had caused the unrest in 
Solomon's reign. He ‘had drafted Israel- 
ites into service on the big Temple build- 
ing and other public works. When Adoni- 
ram appeared on the scene to reconcile 
matters and. make terms, it was the 
straw that broke the camel’s back. They 
just simply rose up and threw rocks at 
him until the poor fellow expired on the 
spot. Rehoboam then became genuinely 
alarmed. He suddenly got a vision of 
himself under a similar pile of stones; 
and jumping into his chariot he hotfooted 
back to Jerusalem for his personal safety. 
That was an inglorious ride. How dif- 
ferent from the pomp in which he had 
gone down to Shechem a few days before } 
Where were the young counselors now? 
Where was that thick little finger? 
Surely Rehoboam must have meditated 
(if he had time on that wild ride!) that 
it was his head instead of his finger that 
was as thick as his father’s thigh. 

So it is, fellows, power is dynamite, A 
wonderful thing for service, when em- 
ployed by one who recognizes his serv- 
anthood and exercises his gifts for the 
glory of God. But when engaged to 
gratify pride and vainglorious ambition, 
it turns upon its master and crushes him. 

Listen, fellows: the_more power you 
have, the more prayerful pause and pa- 
tience needed. If you are conscious of 
some gift that gives you an advantage, 
look up into the face of the Master for 
guidance. Be very sure he has some 
special service he wants you to perform 
with it for him. Used otherwise, it will 
bring you unhappiness. Used fer him in 
the helping of your fellows, it will be a 
source of your great joy. 

Greenssoro, N. C, . 


we 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of September 11) 


% It was David who first offered to build 
the Temple. It was he who fought the battles 
that brought Israel victory and peace. He 
also gathered much of the materials used in 
building it. 

2. In the month of October, at the Feast of 
Tabernacles. 

3. Its magnificence, the eloquence of Solo- 
mon, the great feast, the fact that it all was 
dedicated to the Lord and in honor of him. 

4. The fact that all the occasion was to the 
Lord, and that the magnificent house was 
dedicated to him. 

5. The cloud of God’s presence rested on the 
ark, and his glory filled the Temple, showing 
that he accepted the house for his dwelling 
place. 

6. The Shekinah glory did not confine itself 
to the ark, but filled the whole house. 

7. “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? 
behold heaven and the heaven of heavens 
cannot contain thee; how much less this 
house that I have builded?” (1 Kings 8 : 27.) 

8 The Lord appeared to Solonron ... 
said unto him... and at this house, which 
is high, every one that passeth by it shall be 
astonished, ... and they shall say, Why hath 
the Lord done thus unto this land, and to 
this house? And they shall answer, Because 
they forsook the Lord their God, ... and 
have taken hold upon: other gods” (1 Kings 
9:2, 3, 8, 9). 

9. He tells us (1 Kings 9: 1-7). 

10, That nothing is too good to dedicate to 
the Lord, but that after all it is not the 
content but the spirit of the sacrifice that is 
most pleasing to him. The temple he prefers 
to indwell is the temple of our own lives. 

11. God desires to meet us there in a special 
way (Psa. 11:4; Micah 1: 2). 

12, At any time, in secret, in our prayer 
closet (Matt. 6:6). But there is a secret 
place within each heart that belongs to him, 
to which we may retire at any time, even in 
the midst of a throng or of busy activities. 

13. The family altar. 

14. Know ye not that ye are the temple of 
God and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in 
you? (1 Cor. 3 : 16, 17.) 

1s. He went, as did all loyal Jews, (1) out 





of obedience to the religious law of his 
people; (2) to observe the types of which his 
death was to be a complete fulfillment, until 
that time should come, to point the way to 
himself, so to speak; (3) but above all other 
reasons, Jesus went to “church” to worship 
God, to offer him that united praise and love 
which the Father seeks and which brings our 
spirits into touch with his as no other exer- 
cise of the soul can do, 


16. Jesus. found multiplied faults, even hy- 
pocrisies, in the “church” services of his 
day, but he did not forsake them for that 
teason. He went with single motives, truly 
worshiped and served therein, and helped 
others so to worship by his presence. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





September 25. What Would Happen if All 
Church-Members Were Really Christians? 


1 Cor. 13 : 1-13. 
October 2, How Can We Make Our Society 
More Successful? Phil. 3:13-17. (Con- 


secration meeting.) 

October 9. How Can We Help Younger Boys 
and Girls? John 21 : 15-17. 

October 16. In What Community Enterprises 
May Our Society Share? Neh. 4: 6, 16-18. 


Sunday, September 18 
What’s Wrong and What’s Right with 
the Movies? 
(2 Pet. 2: 1-3; Phil. 4: 8) 





Mon.—Apply this principle (1 Cor. 8 : 1-13). 
Tues.—Pleasures that debase (1 Pet. 4: 3). 
Wed.—Innocent pleasures (1 Sam. 16: 
16-18). 
Thurs.—Story values (Matt. 13 : 44-46). 
Fri.—Truth in pictures (Amos 7 : 7-9). 7 
Sat.—Dangers of commercialism (Amos 
8 : 4-8). 











What kind of moving pictures should not be 
shown? 

What good things come out of the movies? 

How can we protest against bad pictures? 


YOUNG Christian was talking to 

a friend concerning the widely her- 
alded. moving picture of several years 
ago. “The Ten Commandments.” 

“You should certainly see the picture,” 
urged the young Christian, “it is fine, 
and I am sure you would like it.” 

“But why should I see it?” said the 
friend. 

“Why, it will help you, as it did me, 
to understand so much better the Bible 
story of the giving of the Ten Command- 
ments,” was the reply. 

“But,” rejoined the friend, “is there 
anything in the picture that I cannot read 
in the Bible?” 

“No—o,” said the young Christian, 
“but it will help you to visualize it.” 

“Did the picture give you any help on 
how to live the Ten Commaridments ?” 


| asked the friend. 


The young Christian was silent as he 
realized that the “help” he obtained from 
the picture was merely an interest and 
enthusiasm for the picture itself, and not 
any real help on the subject with which 
the picture dealt. 


The subjects of moving pictures, how- 
ever, are not always so fortunate. Oc- 
casionally a religious picture, such as 
“The Ten Commandments,” is given as 
a sop to secure the church-goers, but the 
overwhelming majority of topics are hope- 
lessly trashy and as near vile as pre- 
ducers dare make them. In particular, 
the marriage relationship is belittled and 
ridiculed. Thieves and swindlers are fre- 
quently held up in heroic light, while the 
church and things of God are often 
mocked and ridiculed. 


me 

George Jean Mason, one of America’s 
foremost dramatic critics, has said in his 
bdok, “The House of Satan”: 

“The movies, nine hundred and ninety- 
nine-out of every one thousand of which 
are the various dramatic ditch-water, have 
slowly drowned the dramatic taste of the 
nation until today all that is left of it is 





525 


a gurgle and a few bubbles.” Again he 
has said, “The torrent of movie scum 
has swept all vestiges of taste, or what 
conceivably might some day have devel- 
oped into taste, from the countryside.” 


So much for the productions themselves 
and the opinions of the world. But the 
real trouble lies deeper. The Lord Jesus 
said, “Do men gather . . . figs of thistles ?” 
(Matt. 7: 16.) We do not, kave 'to look 
far into the lives of ¢ actors and 
actresses and producers to discover one 
excellent reason why we may expect no 
good from the movies. The daily papers 
are constantly telling of some scandal in 
the movie world. Hollywood, where 
many movie stars make their homes, has 
become notorious for its high life and 
immorality. Few of the leading men and 
woimen in the movie field but have been 
divorced and remarried at least once, and 
the public is kept on the qui vive by the 
recounting in the newspapers of the mar- 
riage adventures and experiments,’ the 
scandals, and domestic difficulties of their 
favorite stars. 

To be sure there are doubtless those 
in the movie world against whom such 
charges may not be laid, but when one 
considers the number of individuals who 
have to do with an ordinary moving pic- 
ture of the day, the chances are over- 
whelmingly in favor of all that is cor- 
rupt and evil. Scenes harmless enough 
in themselves, by their sequence can be 
made to suggest whatever the producer 
desires, and the innuendo in picture 
titles alone should be sufficient to warn 
sincere Christians against the danger in 
the moving picture show. 

Few parents would want to entrust 
their children to a school where even a 
small proportion of the teachers enjoyed 
the reputation of many moving picture 
stars. It is claimed that the shortest road 
to a child’s mind lies through the eye- 
gate. Is it not strange then that parents 
cannot see the chance they are taking 
by permitting children to sit by the hour, 
taking in every move of a screen actor, 
eagerly reading every word of the title- 
writers, few of whom have any concern 
but to tickle the -public’s fancy, even if 
one has to border on or openly use vul- 
garity to do so. 


To the Christian who has reached the 
age of accountability, the moving picture 
question, as many others, may de- 
cided upon the ground of 1 Corinthians 
10:31, “Whatsoever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God.” If we have presented 
our bodies a living sacrifice unto God 
(Rom. 12:1, 2), and are running with 
perseverance the race set before us, look- 
ing unto Jesus (Heb. 12:1, 2), the Chris- 
tian will have no time or place for the 
moving picture show. One may ask, 
“What about scientific or industrial mov- 
ing pictures, or travel scenes?” It is 
true there is likely to be nothing harmful 
in these, but one cannot go to a moving 
picture show and see these alone. 

Travel lectures lie in a different fie!d, 
although even here a well-known travel 
lecturer recently went out of his way to 
make slurring remarks concerning the 
prohibition amendment, and interpolated 
in his talk remarks on religion that were 
uncalled for and detrimental. . 

The safe course for the Christian is 
to stay away from the moving picture 
house, and herein lies his greatest protest. 
If every professing Christian shunned 
the moving picture show, there would be 
a different story to tell today regarding 
the enormous salaries paid to moving pic- 
ture stars and the fortunes amassed by 
moving picture producers. 


Does my testimony ring true as to where 
I stand concerning moving pictures? 

Am I, by my example, jeopardizing young 
lives? 


PHILADELPHIA, 


“The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories,” 
by Wade C. Smith, will keep the little 
folks wholesomely occupied on many a 
Sunday afternoon (The Sunday School 
Times Co., 323-327 North Thirteenth 
Strect, Philadelphia, 90 cents, postage IO 
cents). 
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BIBLE SCHOOLS AND INSTITUTES 

















Thorough 
Bible Education 


at the heart of New York City. Tuition free. Room and 
fi or Board at reasonable rates. Opportunities for self-help 
World-wide Gospe l Catalogue and further information, on request 


Proclamation 








National Bible Institute 


340 West 55th Street, New York City 


DON O. SHELTON, LL.D., President 
; B, ALLEN REED, B.A.., Registrar 


‘COURSES OF STUDY 
1. THEOLOGICAL, 
fl. MISSIONARY. 


pax” As an essential part of their preparation, students are 
given regular practical work assignments. 


The Resident School and Headquarters Building is situated 


A gurrent copy, ot the Institute’s Monthly Publication, 


HUGH R. MONRO, Treasurer 





fil. CHRISTIAN WORKERS’ BIBLE 
{V. CHRISTIAN SERVICE MEDICAL 
V. CHRISTIAN PEDAGOGY 








o-Day, *’ will also be sent on request 
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T. Chafer. 


Training in Expository Preaching and 
d at cost. Address: 


Evangelical Theological College 


(Denominationally Unrelated) 


RESIDENT FACULTY (Top, left to right): Professors L. S. 
aw Anderson, Spangler, Perpetuo, Carroll, Browne, 


VISITING FACULTY, Seriatim Bible Courses, one month 
each: Professors (left) Winchester, Ironside, Mackenzie, 


(right) Gaebelein, Sutcliffe, Guille. 


Comprehensive Courses leading to Th.B, and Th.M. Speci 
= mo ont Veuthings Tedien and Remar Foon 


ROLLIN T. CHAFER, Registrar, 3909 Swiss Avenue, 
DALLAS, TEXAS 
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CHOO 
Distinctively 
Christian 


A school Prepares 


boys for College 


A Christian preparatory school for boys 
stressing all-round_development in an envi- 
ronment of high ideals and scholarly 
achievement. Prepares for all the leading - 
colleges. Intensive work under college- 
trained teachers. Small classes. New 
$100,000 administration building. New 
chapel. Other modern buildings on 35-acre 
campus on the beautiful north shore of Long 
Island. Indoor and outdoor spo:ts. For 
catalog address the Principal, Box S, 
Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 
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Philadelphia School for 
Christian Workers 


Trains young women for Pastor’ s Assistants, Edu- 
cational Directors, Missionaries at home and abroad. 
Endorsed by General Assembly. More calls than we 
can supply for our graduates. Two year courses. No 
student rejected for lack of means. Write for catalogue 


Rox S, 1122 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


PEARL’S SECRET 


By Mrs. Howarp TayYLor 


THE true story of a very real and 
lovable little girl in far-away China, 
whom other little girls ought to know. 
They will be interested in the strange 
places and customs that Pearl knew 
in her Chinese home, and they will 
enjoy her games and her happy ways, 
They will see, too, that even a very 
short life may be a great blessing to 
others. And what Pearl’s secret was 
they can learn when they read the 
little book about her. 
75 cents; postage, 5 cents 

The Sunday Schoo! Times Co., 323-327 N. 13th St., Phila. 
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Ghe Sunday School Gines 


Advertising Rates 


90 cents per line, $12.60 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). 
For detailed information address The 
Religious Press Association, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in. advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 


$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50, 


$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 


The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers af the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications, 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage, That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and 
the single subscription, $2.25 a year. 





Enough copies of any one issue of ‘the 
Paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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| The Victorious Life | 








Calendar of Conferences 
Summer Season, 1927, Keswick, N. J. 
Sept. 2- 5.—-Victorious Life Conference. 


Meals and room, $7; registration fee, $i 
additional. 


All applications for accommodations shouid 
be sent to the Victorious Life Testimony, 80- 
82 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. Reservations cannot be made 
unless application is accompanied by regis- 
tration fee. 





Children at Home 











Polly Peas 
By Maud Wilcox Niedermeyer 


“ HERE’S my little girl? Where 
can she be? It’s time that she 
was shelling peas!” 

Mother peeked behind the kitchen door 
and then looked into the pantry. 

Now Polly was in the dining room 
cutting out paper dolls. When she heard 
her mother call a little frown puckered 
up her brow. She didn’t want to shell 
peas. She. wanted to cut out paper. dolls. 
She heard her mother come out of the 
pantry. Quick as a flash she ducked 
under the big center table and crouched 
down as quiet as a mouse, 

“Polly, please, oh, pretty, please, 

Come and help me shell the peas.” 

Mother walked through the dining room 
and out into the hall, singing her rhyme. 

Polly crawled out of her hiding place 
and ran on tiptee to the back stairs. 

“I won’t shell the peas,” she said, and 
her mouth turned down at the corners in 
a very queer fashion. “I'll hide.” She 
climbed the narrow back stairs and made 
for the closet in the playroom. “I don’t 
see why little girls have to have duties 
anyway,” she said, crossly, sitting right 
down on a row of shoes. “Ouch!” She 
jumped up. “Oh, dear, there’s no room 
in the closet to sit down.” She opened 
the door cautiously. 

“Polly, Polly, be a winner, 

Come and shell the peas for dinner.” 

Mother was in the upstairs hall. Polly 
almost banged the door she closed it so 
quickly, as she heard her mother’s foot- 
step. She buried her head in a woolly 
kimona and sighed, “Mother never gives 
up. I know I'll have to do the peas, 
same as I have to help make my bed. 
Dear me, it’s awful to be six years old.” 

But mother went on down the back 
stairway. It got stuffy in the closet, and 
Polly opened the door a crack. “It’s no 
fun staying in here,” she thought, and 
slipped out. 

She tiptoed to the window. Between 
the shutter and the outside wall a pair 
of sparrows had built a nest. Polly 
had watched them early in the spring. 
It was finished now, and Mrs. Sparrow 
was sitting on the eggs. Mr. Sparrow 
flew to the sill and scolded Polly like 
everything. The worm that he had been 
carrying in his bill for his little wife 
dropped out. “Chirp, chirp! Clap, rap!” 
And away he flew. 

“You funny old thing’ I won’t hurt 
Mrs. Sparrow,” said Polly. “But aren’t 
you a nice little fellow to hunt worms 
for her! I wonder if you would shell 
peas, too, if you had to?” 

Mr. Sparrow was back again. In his 
mouth he had another. worm. 

“IT do believe you would,” said Polly 
with a laugh. “You'd shell. peas and 
beans and make beds and -wipe. dishes, 
too, for Mrs. Sparrow. I guess I’m 
selfish to hide away from my duties, 
Oh, oh, there’s grandma out under the 
apple tree, and she has her darning bag. 
Grandma, whoo-oo !” 

Polly leaned out of the window and 
waved excitedly. “What fun to darn 
stockings out under the apple tree!” she 
shouted. Then she thought, “If only 
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Select Notes 


The World’s Greatest Sunday-school j 
Commentary 
To those not now using this bookavre will send } 


the fourth quarter of the year 1928, bound 


separately in order that they may 
learn of its great value 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 
131 Clarendon Street BOSTON 











AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 
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Pray for This Work of Faith 
YMNS from the Heart 


107 Inspiring Gospel Hymns by the 

wel World’s Greatest Hymn Writers: 
*~ Tse aan ie eae Pa Perens ee 
= , etc, Mrs. James 7 rson, «Editor. 




















oice t Boston, New Y ork and Paris. 
25c Each, $12.50 per 100. Returmable copy 
on request, 


Rev. J. H. LARSON, Lake Shore Drive, Lake Geneva, Wis. 


RALLY DAY PROGRAMS 


Are easy to plan with a few copies of our 
“Rally Day Suggestion Bogk No. 1” 


Songs, recitations and exercises in abundance for all 
departments. Three (3) copies make a convenient sup- 
ply. Price: 3 copies, He Single copy, goc. 


A Whole Year for $1.00! 
THE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: “There is 
no other I like as well.”” Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


SAVE A SOUL FROM DEATH 


This is being done in Africa, China, India, by Native 
Evangelists and Bible Women who are_ being sup- 

rted for from 77 cents to $2.00a week. $40 to $100 
or a year. Write Rev. Ho“. Barton, Box V, 
473 Greene Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y., for free 











literature. 





BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Ino. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 


CHINA CHATS 


Talks with Children About 
Things of China 

‘*China Chats” ($1) isa series of talks 
with children about ‘‘ Old China’s Young 
Folks,” compiled and arranged in story 
form from the stirring annals of 
the China Inland Mission, by Frederic 
F, Helmer, Publication Secretary in 
North America. The compiler has col- 
lected the kind of things the young peo- 
ple will be interested in, and a series of 
clever drawings makes Chinese life 
more real. The stories are not ‘‘preachy” 
but are told in a lively, vivid style that 
will keep the young folks absorbed, and 
at the same time will provide them with 
a very real insight and a deep practical 
interest in mission work. 
Bound in cloth with an attractive cover 
design; 128 pages, illustrated with over 
forty pen and ink drawings. 


$1.00, postage ro cents 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
323-327, N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Lesson for September 18 
3 Kings 12. 1-24 








RALLY DAY 
SUPPLIES 


Invitation Post Cards 
20¢ Dozen 
$1.25 per 100, postpaid 


HERE is nothing that brings so 

large an attendance on Rally Day 
as our popular Rally Day Invitation 
Post Cards. The designs are always 
attractive, and the message has a pull 
to it that is bound to bring large re- 
sults. The cards are planned for each 
department from the Cradle Roll to 
the Adult Bible Class. Spaces are pro- 
vided for filling in the date and for the 
signature of the superintendent of any 
of the departments or the teacher. 








No. 984 _ 





No. 1051 No. 1054 
Primary Dept. Young People and 
Seniors 


Send 10c in stamps for complete 
sample set of RALLY DAY 
CARDS and Souvenirs, and ex- 
amine them before ordering. 


New Rally Day 
Souvenirs 


WE HAVE found a very large de- 
mand for Rally Day souvenirs, 
to be given to the Sunday-school chil- 
dren at the Rally Day service. Some- 
thing that they can carry away with 
them, and appreciate. Something that 
will make them want to come again. 


Price, 20c per dozen; $1.00 per 100 
Average size about 234x3 inches 


Stockton Press 


The Church Supply House 
516 N.CHARLES ST., BALTIMORE, MD. 


a for 96-page catalog 


_ 




















° Don’t Overlook 
Christmas Card Box Assortment—niis opportunity 
Everybody buys boxed assortments of Christmas 
cards. We manufacture assortments of the finest 
quality at very low prices for agents to sell at a large 
profit. Start taking orders early. Write today for 
information and prices. 


COLONIAL BEAUTY LINE, Box E, 
395 Dwight Street, Springfield, Mass. 


Earn $25 Weekly Spare Time 


Writing for newspapers, magazines. Experience 
. unnecessary. Details FREE. ” 


PRESS SYNDICATE, 1287, ST. LOUIS, MO. 


What is the Gospel? 


By CHartes GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 


Straightforward talks on the heart of the Gospels. 
ies It gives God's Word dé : 


Why Men Are Lost, 
How Men Are Saved, . 
What Is Salvation, 
The Blessed Hope, 
The Victorious Life. 


Cloth 75 cts., paper 50 cts., postage 5 cts. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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my bed were out there I wouldn’t mind 
making it. And the peas — oh, I know! 
I can shell. them under the apple tree. 
Goody!’ She bounded away and hurried 
down the stairs. 

“Mother, mother, here I am, 

Where are the peas and a big sauce- 

pan ? : 

“Oh, oh, I made a rhyme just like 
mother does!” Polly laughed, and so did 
her mother, and together they got the 
bag of peas and the pan. 

“Could I take them out under the apple 
tree and shell them while grandma does 
her darning?” asked Polly. 

“Of course, dear. I think that would 
be great fun. Often we can make un- 
pleasant duties happy ones by taking 
them out of doors. Now run along.” 

With her arms full Polly walked care- 
fully down the back steps and out toward 
the apple tree. 

“I do declare! Here comes’ Polly 
Peas!!” cried grandma, looking up from 
her work. 

Polly laughed. She sat down on a little 
straw mat beside grandma. “Isn’t this 
cozy and nice?” she said. “I wonder, 
grandma, if there aren’t some stories in 
your darning bag along with the stock- 
ings.” 

Grandma put her glasses on more se- 
curely and peeked into the bag. “My oh 
me, here’s one!” she exclaimed. “And it 
begins ‘Once upon a time.’ ” 

Polly giggled, and pop! went a pea 
pod! Now wasn’t that a nice way to 
shell the peas? 


PertH Amboy, N. J. 





Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 











Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No 
Names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too personal for an 
answer in these columns, Mother Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed. 


-Dear Mother Ruth: I am a much troubled 

“elderly girl,’ but I need your help. For 
long years I have been a church member, a 
teacher in the Sunday-school, and a worker 
along all lines of church activities, but hon- 
estly I doubt if I’ever have been truly con- 
verted. I long with my whole heart to be 
a real Christian. I have no feeling of the 
presence of Christ. My belief seems to be all 
head and I do not even know what a “heart 
belief” is. I pray as earnestly as I know 
how, but I seem simply to say words that 
I feel never reach God. I do not want to 
be lost, but do not know what to do. I read 
my Bible, pray, and outwardly do much 
for Christ, but I feel that he will say, “I 
never knew you” in that last day. Some- 
thing is radically wrong with me. Please 
pray for me that I may find the way before 
it is too late, and give some word of help 
in The Sunday School Times.—AN EARNEST 
SEEKER FOR LIGHT. 


Y DEAR SEEKER: You are right, 

there is “something radically wrong 
with you.” And I am so glad it is all 
with you! It is all right with your 
Lord, but you are letting yourself be 
tormented by Satan, at the price of your 
happiness and all the joy that may be 
yours. We receive joy in believing, and 
that is where you want to get a real 
grip on yourself, and let the heart know 
that you will be God’s child because he 
wants you, and you are willing to give 
yourself as you are to him. 

I believe you are Christ’s now, but I 
want you to know that for yourself and 
not from some one else saying so. You 
are to have the witness within you that 
you are a “child of God.” As the Word 
says sO, you can know it for yourself. 
Turn to the Bible and find 1 John 5: 10, 
and. read: “He that believeth on the 
Son of God hath the witness in hirfelf.” 
Now go on and read to the fifteenth 
verse, and see how you cannot ask and 
be denied, and what a fearful thing it is 
to doubt the dear Lord. The first verse 
of that same chapter says: “Whosoever 
believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born 


-communion and worship. 





of God.” Now this is the Word of God, 
and the question is, Do you believe it? 


Of course you believe it, and you are |.A¥ 


being deprived of the happiness that is 


yours by Satan, who would despoil your |. q 


life with doubt. . 


The thing to do is to settle it all with [ 


your Lord, that you accept Christ as 
your atoning Saviour, for your ‘sins, and 
in the accepting you so believe God that 
you will never depart from it, no matter 
what Satan’ says to you. Meet him with 
the words of Christ when he was tempted, 
and say, “It is written,’ and then take 
your stand on the many precious promises 
of God to those who confess sin, and 
who take His Word. Now exercise your 
mind and take God at his word. Know 
that he cannot lie, and that his Word is 
true. No matter what suggestion comes 
from the enemy, stand on. the promises 
of God, and I am sure the feeling of 
the presence of Christ will come if you 
will do this. 

Don’t you think it is a matter for re- 
joicing when the God of glory forgives 
our sins? Can’t you just thank him with 
a blessed Psalm that will express your 
soul’s appreciation? God is so real that 
you may draw nigh to him, and he will 
draw nigh to you (Jas. 4:8). You can- 
not remain cold and aloof from joy when 


you make a stand for believing in him |’ 


and his Word. Sooner or later the light 
and joy will be yours. 

I wish you could get away from the 
“letter of the law” and receive the Spirit 
of the Lord. In 2 Corinthians 3:6 we 
learn that the “spirit giveth life,” and 
you will be quickened when you get in 
vital touch with Christ. Then you will 
not read the Word just as a matter of 
reading, but you will realize that it is 
God’s Word to you and will get the life 
that is in it. 

Oh, my dear, there is so much joy 
in believing that I want to hear that 
you are living in all the heights of fel- 
lowship with the Holy. Spirit, and your 
life will be transformed. Do not worry 
about that last day. God is too true 
to let you go at the last. He loves you 
with an “everlasting love,” and that will 
not let you go but will “hold you fast.” 
Trust him, and he will bring you into 


the courts of Heaven, not for good works | 


done, but for the sake of the blood shed 
by his “only begotten Son.” 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee 


Can We Abide on the Mountain Top? 


FTEN we hear Christians returning 

from a Bible conference or following 
some uplifting experience say regretfully 
that the mountain top experience is only 
transient; that we must descend into 
the valley from our Mount of Trans- 
figuration to cast out the demons from 
the possessed. ‘That is true, and not 
trues We must, in a sense, come down 
from the high peaks for service, but we 
should also abide on the mountain top for 
In the June 
issue of Dawn Mr. Panton concludes one 
of his articles with the story of a man 
who had scaled one of the Alps, and who 
in ecstasy over the view stood erect to 
get the full sweep of it. “To your knees, 
sir,” cried the guide. “You are safe here 
only on your knees!” The Christian 
who would fully avail himself of his 
privilege to be seated in heavenly places 
with Christ Jesus today, with Satan in- 
creasing his temptations and oppositions 
because he knows his time is short, can 
do: so only by learning what it means to 
pray without ceasing. 





September 12 to 18 
Mon.—1 Kings 12 : 12-20. 
The Kingdom Divided. 
It was in the days of his well-cemented 
unity that Israel reached the peak of its- 








PCOCROTE S| 


al Co. 72081. Paul St 








— 


Visual Aids Birch ; 
Religious: Training 


V ISUAL aids, when properly cor- 
related with the Sunday School 
lessons, are superior to all other 
forms of teaching. is is especially 
true when Bausch & Lomb BAL- 
OPTICONS are used. 


There are thousands of BALOP- 
TICONS in use in all parts of the 


world. Three different types are 
illustrated below. 





— 


Model JCRM is a Combined BALOPTI- 
CON for projecting both slides and opaque 
objects. 





Model B is the most popular slide projector 
in the world. It can also be fitted with a 
special lens for ‘‘ Daylight” Projection or 
an attachment for Film Projection. 











Film Attachment No. 4114-4 can be fitted 
to the front standard of any of our regular 
BALOPTICONS,—and so save the ex- 
pense of a complete Film Projector. 


Bausch & Lomb Optical Co. 


720 St. Paul Street, Rochester, N. Y. 
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Bausch & Lomb Optical Co. 


Gentlenien: Kindly send me information on 
your BALOPTICONS. : 
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glory under David and Solomon. From 
the time that Rehoboam played the smart 
young fool the power and usefulness of 
Israel waned. Schism has been Satan’s 
most effective weapon in the church all 
down through the ages. From the time 
that Paul and Barnabas separated to the 
present, the missionary attack upon the 
strongholds of Satan in unevangelized 
fields has been too much unrelated and 
disconnected. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray. for the 





: hat Do lTheyu-Studu 
in Sunday School 
Aw . 


NT HE CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE PUBLISHING © | 
5260 WEST 44°" ST. NEW YORK NX 





You can be quickly cured, if yoa 


JSTAMMER 


Send 10 cents for 288-page book on Stammering and 
Stuttering, “Its Cause and Cure.’’ It tells how [ 


cured myself after stommoring 20 yrs. . N. Bogue, 
11451 Bogue Bidg., 1147 N. tll, St., Indianapolis, 


And God Spake 
These Words 


2 
APPEARING as a posthumous work, this 
volume should havea special appeal to all who 
knew and loved the author. This book is a clear 
os eotoues marshaling of the evidence for the 


— CONTENTS 
Its Structure and History 
Its Canonicity 
Its Authority 
Its Trustworthiness 
Its Unity 
Its Progressiveness 
Its Inspiration 
Its Interpretation 
Its Purpose 


Note.—Ten questions at the end of each 
chapter make it particularly available for 
use as a textbook for Bible classes. 








$1.25, postage 10 cents 





Also by DR. THOMAS 

Tue Boox or Genesis. Three volumes, 

each, $1.50. 

Tue Apostte Jonn. ‘Studies in his life 
and writings, $1.75, 

Tue Acts oF THE APOSTLES. 75 cents. 


Tue EpistcE To THE Romans. Three 
volumes, each, $1.50. 


Curist Pre-EMINENT (Colossians), $1. 
“Let Us Go On” (Hebrews), $1.50. 
Tue Hoty Sprnit or Gop, $2. 
Tne Cnrtstran Lire and how to live it! 
75 cents. 
Lire Axstornc AND ApounprncG. 60 cents. 
Evo.tTion AND THE SUPERNATURAL, 25 
cet.ts. 
Please add 10% for postage 


THE SUNDAY SCHOO’ TIMES COMPANY 
323-327 N. Thirteerth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


World Dominion Press in England and 
the Pioneer Mission Agency in America, 
two agencies co-operating to reach the 
fields untouched with the Gospel and 
which are particularly emphasizing the 
importance of every mission on every 
continent keeping in harmonious touch 
with the work of every other mission. 


Tues.—2 Chronicles 13 : 5-11. 
The Sin of Apostasy. 


- Abijah’s oration is a noble appeal, in- 
voking the contract made between David 
and his posterity on the one hand and Je- 
hovah on the other in “a covenant of salt.” 
Salt was scarce and precious. Leaven and 
honey could not .be used in sacrifices, 
but as salt was an antiseptic, a purifier, 
and preserver, a covenant of salt was 
one made by sacrifice, and was inviolahle. 
God proved the truth of what Abijah 
said to Jeroboam by giving him the vic- 
tory, though his enemy had double his 
forces,— four hundred thousand to eight 
hundred thousand. God and even one are 
a majority. 


Prayer Succestions: The old hy--n 
says that Satan flees when he sees the 
vilest sinner on his knees. He flees all 
the more quickly when he sees a true 
saint upon his knees. Perhaps no man 
has done more in our generation to get 
the saints upon their knees than Mr. 
Thomas E. Stephens, Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League, 808 N 
LaSalle Street, Chicago, and writer of 
this column. He and us wonderful litile 
army of prayer-helpers have prayed 
many of the afflicted back into health, 
and nozv that he is seriously ill with a 
form of sciatica, readers of the Times, 
and especially those who have been using 
this Family Worship column, will surely 
be glad to pray very earnestly for him. 
Lew men in the church have so vast a 
prayer vision or so deep a prayer life. 


Wed.—Proverbs 15 : 22, 23. 
Pride Versus Humility. 


Besides the official counselors in their 
cabinets, President Wilson had a personal 
counselor in Colonel House, and Presi- 
dent Coolidge has his in Mr. Stearns of 
Boston. Dr. Scofield used to say that no 
Christian leader could afford to be with- 
out one or more confidential advisers. 
But such advisers must be real coun- 
selors. Rehoboam’s were reckless, in- 
experienced young men, as wild as* him- 
self, 


Prayer Succestions: In the chaos in 
China, the Kashing High School in Che- 
kiang Province, of which the Rev. Lowry 
Davis, now on furlough in the South, is 
Principal, has its problems. Mr. Samuel 
C. Wang, an able and spiritual native 
Christian, is acting Principal. “Such 
men as he,” writes Mr. Davis, “form the 
bulwark of the future Chinese church. 
If every missionary were to leave China, 
they would remain unflinchingly loyal to 
the Master.’ Mr. Davis begs prayer that 
the best may be done for the school, that 
God will make tt a real spiritual power 
for the Chinese church, and that it may 
continue its work in the fall. 


Thurs.—1 Corinthians 3 : 1-9. 
Co-operation Versus Division. 


Rivalry on the part of Christian lead- 
ers is sinful, for one plants and another 
waters, and if it were not for the early 
and latter rain of the Spirit there could 
be no increase. The great thought is 
oe we are fellow-workers together with 
70d. 


Prayer Succestions: During the sum- 
mer thousands of God’s children have 
attended Bible conferences. Here they 
have leatned something of their privi- 
lege in Christ of being saved from the 
power of sin, and from being carnal 
Christians, of which division is one char- 
acteristic. This full salvation is the aim 
especially of the Victorious Life Con- 
ferences held at America’s Keswick in 
Keswick, N. J. Pray that God’s Spirit 
will fellow up and make permanent the 
blessings of these Conferences. 
Fri.—Ezekiel 37 : 21-28. 

A Prophecy of Reunion. 





ne 


Israel of old, and, though he had to dis-! 
perse them in judgment for idolatries and ! 
rejection of their last King, he preserved 
them intact, and we are living in a time 
wherr he is about to bring in this ever- 
lasting covenant of peace_as they are re- 
turning to their ancient land. 


-Prayer Suacestions: Pray for the 
peace of Jerusalem; that there may con- 
tinue to be unprecedented conversions of 
Jews today; for the Hebrew* Christian 
Alliance; for the late David Baron’s 
work in Europe; for the Christian Testi- 
mony to the Jews; for all Hebrew Chris- 
tian missions; for Dr. Chalmers and his 
department in The Sunday School Times, 
ayd for God to give him the desire of his 
heart for a new building. Pray for all 
Hebrew Christian periodicals. 


Sat.—1 Corinthians 12 ; 25-31. United in Christ. 


The tragedy of Achan shows the need 
of holiness and obedience to God on the 
part of all believers, in order fo the suc- 
cessful victory of all. “If any man sin, 
we have an advocate.” It is a deep mys- 
tery, but a great truth. God gives sepa- 
rate gifts to each believer, that each may 
impart to the other, and then he gives 
these gifted individuals to the whole 
church. Have we discovered our gift? 


Praver Suacestions: Pray that in the 





trying days in which we live, on the eve 


(Lesson for Sept. 18) SEPTEMBER 3, 1927 


of the great Coming and also of the great 
cataclysm, every true believer may have 
a new realisation of the fact that his gift 
or gifts may be known and used only 
through the ieachina and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit himself. 
Sun.—Proverbs 1 : 20-26. 
Seeking Counsel of God. 
The emphasis ‘is on the ptblicity of 
wisdom’s call, Never in the history of 
the world was wisdotn, personified in our 
Lord Jesus, so fully at the disposal of 
all. Fools despise this (Prov. 1:7). 
“What fools these mortals be. Rehoboam 
was one. Look up in your Concordance 
the word “despise,” and see some other 
“fools.” The natural heart and mind will 
always be foolish. Paul said:. “Seeing 
that in the wisdom of God the world 
through its wisdom knew not God, it was 
God’s good pleasure through the foolish- 
ness of the preaching to save them that 
believe” (1 Cor. 1:21). 


Praver Succestions: Pray for every 
pastor who is preaching the old Gospel 
in its saving power; for every editor 
whose message “s “the word of the cross” 
(1 Cor. 1:15); for every teacher m 
school or cotlege classroom who is mak- 
ing use of this wisdom of God to offset 
Modcernism’s. sweeping ravages in educa- 
tional institutions. 
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sien ally Glad Rally Day Attractive button- 


THIS service is complete with | Printed in colors, 
Scripture reading, new] on cardboard,with 

songs, recitations,etc. A special string. 

page is included for the Pri-] : 

soe mary division. Sure to please | Size slightly larger 

=> 3 aurren ¢vowe ||| ANd Certain to inspire all who} tuan shown. 

tuke part as well as those who 

Pree listen. $6.00 a hundred; $3.25 

SSS. SS for fifty; 80 cents a dozen ; 

single copies, 7 cents each. 





Souvenir 


hole souvenir. 


$1.00 D., ee 
ahundred patty DAY SHIELD 











and flowers, 


No. 1052. For Prim 


No. 1054. For Youn 


No. 1055. For Adults. 





Beautiful 


Invitation Cards 


$1.25 a Hundred 
Order by Number 


All Have Appropriate Invitation Messages 
on the Address Side 


No. 1050. For the Cradle Roll Department. A most 
” pleasing design of a baby surrounded by bluebirds 


No. 1051. For Beginners’ Department. A boy and 
irl interested in the design of a church. She is 
Saving on a blackboard with Rally Day wording. 


arranging fall flowers in their classroom with a 
beautitul stained-glass window in the background. 


No. 1053. For Junior Department. A design of a 
boy and girl in a setting that wit! be pleasing to any- 
one sending or receiving this card. 


People and Seniors. An 


autumn scene of golden tints. 
with a foreground of autumn foliage. 
No. 982. Reopening Day Card for Boys or Girls. 


esign of church and flowers. With 
Scripture verse and invitation, 





ent. A boy and girl 


A beautiful fall landscape 











. ORDER FROM OUR NEAREST HOUSE 


Send for Illustrated Circular of Our Complete Line of Rally Day Supplies 
The Prices are Slightly Higher in Canada 
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16 Ashburton Place, Boston 
2328 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago 
313 W. Third Street, Los Angeles 





God made a covenant of mercy with] 





Judson Press 


1701-1703 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA 





1107 McGee Street, Kansas City 
439 Burke Building; Seattle 
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